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Foreword

On January 23, 2003, our daughter (and another female patient) escaped from a locked psychiatric hospital. With help from police, family, friends, media, missing children organizations, and strangers we spent three long weeks distributing more than 15,000 flyers, and promoting media attention to “get their faces out there.” The hard work and dedication of so many brought a happy ending to our ordeal. It is our hope that no family ever needs to live the nightmare we endured. This is not the end however. We are currently living through the aftermath and taking notes as we go. Supports need to be put in place. That’s our next goal. This handbook is for the others that will someday unfortunately be walking the path we just left.

Acknowledgements

Finding our daughter and creating this booklet would not have been achievable without the help of so many individuals and organizations. We owe a debt of gratitude to so many, it is not possible to include every name. But those who stand out in the crowd are our families, who supported us throughout the ordeal; most especially Nikki and Joe, Chris and Lois, Maureen and Gil who drove hundreds of miles in the search. 

Andrea Watson from Parents for Residential Reform, without whose help we would never have been able to generate the media attention, not to mention handling the barrage of media in the aftermath. Cheryl Nardelli logged hundreds of hours on the Internet; what a “surfer.” We thank Trooper Keith Pantazelos of the Massachusetts State Police for his dedication to the case and understanding of family commitment. The hundreds of people who helped distribute flyers. 

Our thanks to those who prayed then and still pray today for our family. Our gratitude to the people we met along the way during our search. They showed us that there is so much goodness in people and that they really do care. We give thanks to God for you and for all those who touched our life during this most frightening three weeks. 

But most especially we owe our thanks to the alert individual who did exactly what we wanted. She saw the flyer, recognized the missing girls, notified the police, and essentially saved the life of our child.

Introduction

There are four different situations under which missing children fall. They are lost, abducted, throwaways or have runaway. This book deals with runaways but some of its resources are applicable in all situations. One in seven children runaway; 75% are girls. The average age is 14-18 y/o, some as young as age ten. 


The Biggest mistake that we as parents/ guardians can possibly make is to think for one second that, “this won’t happen to my family.” The second biggest mistake is to not be prepared for such a potential tragedy.


Most runaways are from ordinary, average middle class families. However, every family is at risk, no matter what monetary class you may fit into.


Once any child runs away, chances are they WILL fall victim to drug and alcohol abuse and exploitation. They fall victim to these life-threatening situations through the people they meet. Be very aware that there are people out there very willing to exploit and expose ANY child they feel or know is a runaway to drugs, alcohol, and sexual exploitation.


Because runaways need money to support new habits, the exploitation and prostitution option can easily overtake them. If the child is unfortunate enough to be recruited by a pimp it may not be possible for them to escape alive. 

Some children will end up coming home on their own, but some do not and remain on the streets. Of these some do survive but tragically some are killed; others die from drugs, or disease. Be very aware there is a market for your child. Yes, it is unpleasant to think about, but there are many people just waiting for your child to “come to market.”

Special Note: Any child with special needs is at an increased risk of falling prey to these people and situations. They may not be able to make sound safe choices about the people they meet or to safely control situations to which they are exposed. 

Major Causes, Warning Signs

Causes or “Why Would My Child Run?”

· To avoid an emotional situation

· To escape from an unpleasant or difficult time

· To escape the loss of privileges

· To be with people they “think” are supportive

· To get away from problems they feel they can’t cope with

· Feelings of being a burden on the family

· Has peers that have run away

· Wants to help a peer who wants to run

Note: This list is not complete. Many more issues from low self-esteem to abuse are some additional causes

Warning Signs

· A word of caution if your child has a network of unsupervised peers with access to drugs or antisocial tendencies. Know your child’s friends.

· Increase in irrational behavior, impulsivity, emotionally abusive, threatens to run.

· Take notice if any of your child’s peers have run away previously

· High sustained anxiety level

· Watch for radical changes in your child’s attitude, and peer groups

·   Threatens to runaway; this is no joke, take it very seriously

Prevention

· Never call your child names

· Be honest. Do you understand what he/she is feeling? If not, ask him/her to explain

· It is important you understand your child, and okay if you don’t agree

· Keep the lines of communication open

· Really listen to what your teen is saying

· If you get overwhelmed during an argument tell your teen that you need time to get yourself together

· When your teen isn’t talking, ask him/her, “Do you feel you need to tell me anything else?”

· Even when your teen starts raising his/her voice, don’t raise yours, and stay calm (This takes lots of practice and patience).

· Never interrupt your teen when he/she is talking or trying to explain his/her feelings (again, easier said than done).

· Invest in a computer-monitoring program and tell your teen he/she will be monitored for their safety.

· Know who, what, where, and when. It’s not just for drugs. And check out all the facts. Be vigilant in attaining this information, check in on them where ever they say they are

· Talk to all your teens peers and their parents

· Know your child. Is he/she a leader or a follower

Before your Child Becomes Missing

Yes. Your Search starts BEFORE your child is missing!

· The following information helped us so much to expedite the creation of flyers in order to get our child’s face “out there.”  A few things we had to learn as we went. A major slow up was getting copies of her school picture. Since it is copyrighted, an official camera store would not let us make copies of the picture. This is vital to a case of missing child. We were lucky that a friend worked at a store where they have a Photo Maker. We pled our case and they let us make the copies. We made eight copies, which is plenty. Had we known this would be a problem, we would have already had a scanned picture of her on our computer.

· If you don’t have a computer, get one and learn how to use it now. Make sure your computer has Internet capability and make sure you know how to fax and send emails with an attachment.

· Own a digital camera with the ability to view and print pictures from your computer. Know how to use it before you ever have an emergency. Take pictures of your child regularly, to have them on hand in the event of an emergency.

· A computer scanner is handy, each year after you get your child’s school photo, scan it into your computer, and then delete last year’s picture. This is vital. Missing child organizations say the best photo to use is a school photo.

· If you already have a computer and your child uses it to access the Internet, a monitoring program is absolutely vital. We use a program called Big Brother; it records ALL activity on your computer. Warn your child that you are monitoring the use of the computer. Print out and save any disturbing actions in a locked file or safe, especially ALL phone numbers and addresses.

The Goal is to BE PREPARED

· Have a recent photo of your child (preferably already on your computer) and prepare a missing persons flyer in .pdf format (cannot be altered and email’s faster). Include height, weight, hair and eye color, clothes wearing when last seen, where last seen, any identifying features (glasses, braces, birthmarks, etc.)

· Know all your child’s friends’ addresses phone numbers and screen names. 

· Know who, what, where, when and how. It isn’t only about drugs it’s about YOUR child and their safety.

· Who are they with

· What are they doing exactly

· Where are they going

· When will they return home

· How can you get in touch with them at a moments notice

· Watch for changes in peer groups

· Know your child’s tendencies

· Enroll your child in the CHIP program. To learn more contact the Safety Officer at your local police department or go to the following website: http://www.mychip.org. This is a program run by the Masons and it is free and helpful. This program is mostly for children who get lost, but it could also aid in identifying your child if the worst situation presented itself.

The Situation: Your Child is Missing

First Contacts

· State Police Barracks covering the town from where your child is missing

· The detective unit of your town police. They can be very helpful. They can help sift through any papers, notes, or phone numbers your child may have left behind.

· If your child has special needs (even emotional needs) contact the Federation for Children with Special Needs 800-331-0688 or 617-236-7210. They are also affiliated with the Parents for Residential Reform 800-672-7084

· http://www.missingkids.org  Center for Missing & Exploited Children 1-800-690-FIND 

· http://www.operationlookout.org
 Operation Lookout –Missing children organization 

· Above contacts will instruct you on the next steps they will take. Your next step is to physically get your flyers out as fast as possible. As in advertising, you need to get your child’s face out to the public. The more flyers you distribute, the more your child’s face will be seen. All it takes is one flyer for your child to be spotted. But which flyer is it? Is it the one you haven’t yet printed? We contacted our church and friends and enlisted more than 100 people to flood a target area with the flyers. 

· Make a flyer in .pdf (cannot be altered) format. Your .pdf format flyer should be faxed or emailed to the above and the following organizations found throughout this booklet. Email to your friends and ask them to forward it. Include a cover letter explaining the seriousness of the situation, what you are requesting of them. Make sure you include the police contact person with their phone number. DO NOT put your own phone number on the flyer.  

· Contact the newspaper and television stations in your area. Enlist them to get your child’s face “out there” as much as possible. Call them every other day to continue their efforts.

· http://search.officer.com/agencysearch/default.htm This is a search site for law enforcement agencies for the United States by state and also worldwide. 

· www.mollybish.org Molly Bish Foundation. Will post your flyer to their web-site.

· mailto:WebMaster@USE.SalvationArmy.Org  


Salvation Army- Northeast Division (or whichever division area you want to cover). They can e-mail your flyer to all their locations and their email list server

· Mass Transit Police, all area bus and train terminals.

· www.fourthekids.org Help for families of missing children

· www.kidzidz.com
Child safety information

· Fax/ email all your friends and instruct them to forward it on to as many people and businesses possible. Many companies will get involved making copies and putting flyers out on their own.
· http://map.exxonstations.com/   (Be patient, takes time to load) If you have a friend with computer expertise set him or her to work from this site. With a few keystrokes, one can locate & e-mail Exxon & Mobil gas stations throughout the United States. Most of these gas stations have convenience stores; a prime location to post flyers. Attach a cover letter. Include dates, names, and police contacts for verification. Ask the location operator to keep an eye out for your child, post the flyer, or even better, show the flyer to their customers. The cover letter should come from the parents of the missing child with the flyer as an attachment. Do not give out your home number. Stress the gravity of the situation. All missing children cases are serious, whether they ran or were abducted. Once your child is “out there” the probability of abduction is high.

· Commissioner of the Department of Education in target state(s). This is vital. They can forward your cover letter & flyer to every school superintendent in your target state. Have them send the letter with the flyer to the school principals to get to the teachers. Situation can be explained to students who may see your child. Kids often meet up with mainstream kids and form friendships. 
Rhode Island Dept. of Education
Commissioner
Maureen D'Andrea 

(401) 222-4600 Ext: 2001
ride0777@ride.ri.net

· Target large chain stores & mall security. Call their human resources director for assistance. They will often forward your flyer to all their stores. Some useful sites for malls in the State of Rhode Island
Note : these are only some of the malls in Rhode Island

	Garden City Shopping Ctr

	100 Midway Rd
Cranston, RI [image: image1.png]



Phone: 

(401) 942-2800



	Lincoln Shopping Center

	246 Front St
Lincoln, RI [image: image2.png]



Phone: 

(401) 728-3570



	Poam Lands Mall Inc

	250 Main St
Pawtucket, RI [image: image3.png]



Phone: 

(401) 723-7770



	Providence Place

	1 Providence Pl
Providence, RI [image: image4.png]



Phone: 

(401) 270-1000



	Rhode Island Mall
Executive Offices 

	191 Rhode Island Mall
Warwick, RI  [image: image5.png]



Phone: 

(401) 828-2700



	Shore Barrie

	245 Waterman St
Providence, RI [image: image6.png]



Phone: 

(401) 421-8170



	Silver City Galleria
Mall Office 

	PO Box 764
Newport, RI [image: image7.png]



Phone: 

(508) 823-3333



	Warwick Mall Warwick Ri
Warwick Mall Management Office 

	Warwick Mall
Warwick, RI [image: image8.png]



Phone: 

(401) 739-7500



	White City Shopping Center

	245 Waterman St
Providence, RI [image: image9.png]



Phone: 

(401) 421-8170




Recommendations for an Area Search

· Get a map of the area

· Search the area, start at the last known location and post flyers in stores

· Expand your search in ever widening circles

· Contact bordering States immediately i.e.… State police, etc.

· Identify actions your child may take, such as

· Will they hitch hike 

· Color their hair

· Do they favor certain stores

· Anything that distinguishes your child

· Bring your flyer to as many copy stores as possible. Most will make multiple free copies in this instance.

· Malls are a very likely location where your child may be. It’s warm, dry, with lots of other teens. Email your flyer to the security office all malls in your target area

· Locate all transportation services in the area to include taxi services, water shuttles, bus lines, train lines, etc Get e-mail address or fax number and send copy of flyer with letter.
· Locate and retain all police e-mail addresses and fax numbers. This can be done through a search on computer. Very time consuming, but very important piece. Enlist friends.

· Prepare a press release to be e-mailed to all TV networks

· Locate all newspaper telephone numbers to their City Desk, or News Desk Depts.

· Locate all teen shelters in the area and ask for their fax numbers. Fax your flyer 

· Call all your friends to enlist their help in distributing flyers either by hand, e-mail, or fax

·  Keep a pad of paper by every phone and with you at all times

The Effects

The sudden disappearance of any child for any reason is a loss with far ranging effects. It affects the entire family, immediate and extended. No one in the family is spared. But it does not end there. Your child’s peers, their families, teachers, etc. are all affected. The list goes on. The feelings can range from anxiety, fear, sadness, anger, guilt. You need support wherever you can find it; your church, friends, whatever works for you at the time. We can only tell you from our experience that your feelings can overtake you at any time. Sometimes the emotions will be manageable, other times they will be beyond control. Sleepless nights, loss of appetite, and other symptoms will compound the difficulty. You can only try as best you can to stay healthy and focused. Your child will need your support when they are recovered.


This is the hardest part. Not knowing what is happening to your child. There may be times when there are many leads, then periods where there are no leads for days (or even weeks). It is imperative to push the media for continued coverage to keep your child’s face in the public eye. Your child needs you to stay strong and to fight for their return.

Police Departments of Rhode Island
Town
Phone
Fax
EMail


Barrington
401-437-3930   401-437-3939 
jlacross@fetuplas.net
Bristol
401-253-6900  
401-253-1540
RSERPA@LEO.GOV
Burrillville
401-568-6255  
401-568-9499
BPD@burrillville.org
Central Falls
401-727-7411 
401-725-4211
http://www.centralfallspolice.com
Charlestown
401-364-1212
401-364-1232
chief@charlestownpolice.org
Coventry
401-826-1100  
401-823-0697
coventrypolice@coventrypd.org
Cranston
401-477-5036   401-942-1912
Cumberland
401-333-2500
401-334-2049
E. Greenwich
401-884-2244
401-886-8653
E. Providence 
401-435-7650
401-431-2320
Glocester
401-568-2533
401-568-3280
Hopkinton
401-377-7751
401-377-7755
Jamestown
401-423-1212
401-423-3710
Johnston 
401-231-4210 
401-233-2677
JohnstonPD@Yahoo.com
Lincoln
401-333-8281
401-334-4244
Patrol@LincolnPolice.com
Little Compton
401-635-2311
401-635-8782

Middletown
401-846-1104
401-846-0175
policechief@ci.middletown.ri.us
Naraggansett
401-789-1091
401-789-8819
Police@NarragansettRI.com
Newport
401-847-5548
401-849-0214
CGOLDEN@CITYOFNEWPORT.COM
New Shoreham
401-466-3220
401-466-3228
No.Kingstown 
401-294-3316
401-294-6830
sfage@northkingstown.org
No.Providence 
401-231-4533
401-233-1438
No. Smithfield  
401-762-1213
401-766-9412
Pawtucket
401-727-9100
401-727-9133
Portsmouth
401-683-0300
401-683-2020 
windme@cox.net
Providence
401-272-3121
401-751-0950
webmaster@providencepolice.com
Richmond
401-539-8289 
401-539-8293

Scituate
401-821-5900
401-821-7162 
Smithfield
401-231-2500
401-231-1641
SPD1@MINDSPRING.COM




So. Kingstown
401-783-3321
401-783-8139
Tiverton
401-624-9611
401-624-1750
Warren
401-245-1311
401-245-8220
Warwick
401-468-4200
401-468-4327
West Greenwich
401-397-7191
401-397-6890

West Warwick
401-822-9200
401-822-9206
Westerly
401596-2022
401-596-7501
Woonsocket 
401-766-1212
401 765-4922
dberard@woonsocketri.org
Rhode Island State Police

Headquarters

311 Danielson Pike
Scituate, RI 
Phone:(401) 444-1000     Fax:(401) 444-1105 

Lincoln Woods Barracks
 Lincoln, RI
Phone: 444-1100

Hope Valley Barracks
Richmond, RI
Phone: 539-2411
 

Exeter Patrol Barracks
Exeter, RI
Phone: 294-7377
 

Chepachet Barracks
Glocester, RI
Phone: 568-2516
 

Wickford Barracks
North Kingstown, RI
Phone: 294-3371
 

Portsmouth Barracks
Portsmouth, RI
Phone: 849-4444
 
Rhode Island newspapers

	Barrington


	Barrington Times 
East Bay Newspapers 
1 Bradford St 
Bristol, RI 02809-0900 
Tel 401-253-6000 
Fax 401-253-6055 
Email: info@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Barrington Times 
139 Main St 
Warren, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-6000 
Email: barrington@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Bristol Phoenix 
1 Bradford St 
Bristol, RI 02809-0900 
Phone: 401-253-6000 
Email: bristol@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Newport This Week 
38 Bellvue Ave 
Newport, RI 02840 
401-847-7766 
Email: info@newportthisweek.net 

Sakonnet Times 
East Side Crossings 
1701 Stafford Rd Unit 1 
Tiverton, RI 02878 
401-683-1000 
Email: sakonnet@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Warren Times-Gazette 
139 Main St 
Warren, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-6000 
Email: warren@eastbaynewspapers.com 


Westport Shorelines 
East Side Crossings 
1701 Stafford Rd Unit 1 
Tiverton, RI 02878 
401-683-1000 
Email: shorelines@eastbaynewspapers.com



	Block Island
	Block Island Times 
Ocean Avenue, Box 278

BlockIsland,RI
Phone: (401) 466-2222

Fax:(401)466-8804
e-mail: bitimes@riconnect.com



	Bristol
	Bristol Phoenix 
East Bay Newspapers 
1 Bradford St 
Bristol, RI 02809-0900 
Tel 401-253-6000 
Fax 401-253-6055 
Email: info@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Barrington Times 
139 Main St 
Warren, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-6000 
Email: barrington@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Bristol Phoenix 
1 Bradford St 
Bristol, RI 02809-0900 
Phone: 401-253-6000 
Email: bristol@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Newport This Week 
38 Bellvue Ave 
Newport, RI 02840 
401-847-7766 
Email: info@newportthisweek.net 


Sakonnet Times 
East Side Crossings 
1701 Stafford Rd Unit 1 
Tiverton, RI 02878 
401-683-1000 
Email: sakonnet@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Warren Times-Gazette 
139 Main St 
Warren, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-6000 
Email: warren@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Westport Shorelines 
East Side Crossings 
1701 Stafford Rd Unit 1 
Tiverton, RI 02878 
401-683-1000 
Email: shorelines@eastbaynewspapers.com



	Coventry
	Coventry Courier 
The Narragansett Times
The Standard Times
The East Greenwich Pendulum
The Chariho Times
The Coventry Courier
187 Main Street
Wakefield RI, 02879
(401) 789-9744
Fax (401) 789-1550 
Kent County Daily Times
1353 Main St.
West Warwick, RI 02893
(401) 821-7400
Fax (401) 828-5073




	Cranston
	Cranston Herald
JOY FOX, editor
401-732-3100; fax 401-732-3110
joyf@warwickonline.com



	Cumberland
	Valley Breeze, The 
1985 Mendon Road, Suite 4
Cumberland, RI 02864-3830
 (401) 334-9555
Toll Free
from outside R.I.
1-877-800-1559 
Fax: 401-334-9994



	East Greenwich
	East Greenwich Pendulum 
The Narragansett Times
The Standard Times
The East Greenwich Pendulum
The Chariho Times
The Coventry Courier
187 Main Street
Wakefield RI, 02879
(401) 789-9744
Fax (401) 789-1550 
Kent County Daily Times
1353 Main St.
West Warwick, RI 02893
(401) 821-7400
Fax (401) 828-5073 




	Greenville
	Observer Publications
PO Box 950
1 Whipple Lane
Greenville, RI 02828-1914 
Tel: 401-949-2700
Fax: 401-949-2420 (news; letters to the editor)
· E-Mail: newsroom@observerpublications.com 

	
	


	Naragansett
	Naragansett Times 
The Narragansett Times
The Standard Times
The East Greenwich Pendulum
The Chariho Times
The Coventry Courier
187 Main Street
Wakefield RI, 02879
(401) 789-9744 Fax (401) 789-1550 
Kent County Daily Times
1353 Main St.
West Warwick, RI 02893
(401) 821-7400 Fax (401) 828-5073 




	Newport
	Newport Daily News, The 




	North Kingstown
	Standard-Times 
The Narragansett Times
The Standard Times
The East Greenwich Pendulum
The Chariho Times
The Coventry Courier
187 Main Street
Wakefield RI, 02879
(401) 789-9744 Fax (401) 789-1550 
Kent County Daily Times
1353 Main St.
West Warwick, RI 02893
(401) 821-7400 Fax (401) 828-5073 




	
	


	Pawtucket
	Pawtucket Times 
23 Exchange St.
Pawtucket 02860 
Phone: 401-722-4000 
E-mail address: editor@pawtuckettimes.com

Times, The 
23 Exchange St.
Pawtucket 02860 
Phone: 401-722-4000 
E-mail address: editor@pawtuckettimes.com


	Providence
	Phone: 401-277-7300; fax: 401-277-7346
Susan Areson, city editor: 401-277-7303 
Tom Heslin, managing editor/metro: 401-277-7319
Providence Phoenix 
The Providence Phoenix
150 Chestnut Street
Providence, RI 02903
(401) 273-6397 FAX (401) 351-1399
Providence Visitor 
184 Broad Street
Providence, RI 02903
TEL: (401) 272-1010 FAX: (401) 421-8418

TV   WJAR 
wjarnews@nbc.com 

Report A News Tip: 401-455-9105
TV   WLNE 
ABC6
10 Orms Street
Providence, RI 02904
Phone:(401)453-8000
TV   WNAC 

25 Catamore Blvd.
East Providence, RI 02914

Newsroom: 401-438-3310
TV   WSBE 
50 Park Lane
Providence, RI 02907-3124
Phone: 401-222-3636 Fax: 401-222-3407


	Sakonnet
	Sakonnet Times 
East Bay Newspapers 
1 Bradford St 
Bristol, RI 02809-0900 
Tel 401-253-6000 
Fax 401-253-6055 
Email: info@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Barrington Times 
139 Main St 
Warren, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-6000 
Email: barrington@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Bristol Phoenix 
1 Bradford St 
Bristol, RI 02809-0900 
Phone: 401-253-6000 
Email: bristol@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Newport This Week 
38 Bellvue Ave 
Newport, RI 02840 
401-847-7766 
Email: info@newportthisweek.net 

Sakonnet Times 
East Side Crossings 
1701 Stafford Rd Unit 1 
Tiverton, RI 02878 
401-683-1000 
Email: sakonnet@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Warren Times-Gazette 
139 Main St 
Warren, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-6000 
Email: warren@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Westport Shorelines 
East Side Crossings 
1701 Stafford Rd Unit 1 
Tiverton, RI 02878 
401-683-1000 
Email: shorelines@eastbaynewspapers.com


	
	


	Wakefield
	Chariho Times
The Narragansett Times
The Standard Times
The East Greenwich Pendulum
The Chariho Times
The Coventry Courier
187 Main Street
Wakefield RI, 02879
(401) 789-9744
Fax (401) 789-1550 
Kent County Daily Times
1353 Main St.
West Warwick, RI 02893
(401) 821-7400
Fax (401) 828-5073 
North East Independent 
editorial@neindependent.com
South County Independent 
editorial@scindependent.com


	Warren
	Warren Times-Gazette 
East Bay Newspapers 
1 Bradford St 
Bristol, RI 02809-0900 
Tel 401-253-6000 
Fax 401-253-6055 
Email: info@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Barrington Times 
139 Main St 
Warren, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-6000 
Email: barrington@eastbaynewspapers.com 


Bristol Phoenix 
1 Bradford St 
Bristol, RI 02809-0900 
Phone: 401-253-6000 
Email: bristol@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Newport This Week 
38 Bellvue Ave 
Newport, RI 02840 
401-847-7766 
Email: info@newportthisweek.net 

Sakonnet Times 
East Side Crossings 
1701 Stafford Rd Unit 1 
Tiverton, RI 02878 
401-683-1000 
Email: sakonnet@eastbaynewspapers.com 
Warren Times-Gazette 
139 Main St 
Warren, RI 02806 
Phone: 401-245-6000 
Email: warren@eastbaynewspapers.com 

Westport Shorelines 
East Side Crossings 
1701 Stafford Rd Unit 1 
Tiverton, RI 02878 
401-683-1000 
Email: shorelines@eastbaynewspapers.com


	Warwick
	Warwick Beacon 
1944 Warwick Avenue
Warwick, RI 02889
732-3100

info@warwickonline.com


	West Warwick
	Kent County Daily Times 
The Narragansett Times
The Standard Times
The East Greenwich Pendulum
The Chariho Times
The Coventry Courier
187 Main Street
Wakefield RI, 02879
(401) 789-9744
Fax (401) 789-1550 
Kent County Daily Times
1353 Main St.
West Warwick, RI 02893
(401) 821-7400 Fax (401) 828-5073 


	Westerly
	Westerly Sun, The                                            
56 Main St. Westerly, RI 02891
 (401)348-1000 
aalgier@thewesterlysun.com


	Woonsocket
	
Woonsocket Call 
(401) 762-3000 Fax
fax number is (401) 765-2834


Shelters for Adolescents in Rhode Island
	Facility 
	Details

	 Stopover Services of Newport County


	299 W. Main St.

Middletown, RI 02842

401-848-0758 



	Facility 
	Details

	Urban League of RI


	246 Prairie Ave

Providence, RI 02095

401-351-5000




Mass Transit Lines

	ALL TRANSIT AGENCIES & LOCAL LINKS, BY COUNTY & CITY

	Bristol 
County

	Providence
	RIPTA (Rhode Island Public Transit Authority) 401-781-9400



	Kent 
County

	Providence
	RIPTA (Rhode Island Public Transit Authority) 401-781-9400



	Newport 
County

	Providence
	RIPTA (Rhode Island Public Transit Authority) 401-781-9400



	Providence 
County

	Airport Ground Transportation
	TFGIA (T.F. Green International Airport)

	Attleboro, MA
	GATRA (Greater Attleboro-Taunton Regional Transit Authority)
 800-483-2500

	Boston, MA
	MBTA (Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority) 
(800) 392-6100

	Providence
	RIPTA (Rhode Island Public Transit Authority) 401-781-9400



	Washington 
County

	Galilee
	BIF (Block Island Ferry) 401-783-4613   interstate@blockislandferry.com

	Kingston
	URICSA (University of Rhode Island Campus Shuttle)

	Narragansett
	IHSF (Island Hi-Speed Ferry) (877) 733-9425

contact@islandhighspeedferry.com 
VFF (Vineyard Fast Ferry) (401)-295-4040

	Providence
	RIPTA (Rhode Island Public Transit Authority) 401-781-9400



	RAIL (listed by area)

	Statewide
	RIARP (Rhode Island Association of Railroad Passengers)

evstuart@worldnet.att.net 

	Providence
	MBTA (Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority)

MBTA Chief of Police 
Joseph C. Carter
240 Southampton Street, Boston, MA 02118 
By email: chiefofpolice@mbta.com 

617-222-1100


RIDOT (Rhode Island Department of Transportation)
 (401)222-2481



	FERRY (listed by area)

	Block Island
	BIF (Block Island Ferry) 401-783-4613   interstate@blockislandferry.com
IHSF (Island Hi-Speed Ferry) (877) 733-9425

	Marthas Vineyard
	VFF (Vineyard Fast Ferry) (401)-295-4040

	Providence
	


The Recovery

We all hope for a successful recovery. Sometimes this will happen other times sadly it won’t. When you finally recover your child it is so important that you show them love, and concern for their well being, not anger, fear, or hatred. If you show any negitive emotions it can cause your child to feel as though they are unwanted, unloved, and worthless. 

You will be flooded with a wide range of emotions, but it is essential to remember that your child has been traumatized and needs you to show them love support and compassion.

It is imperative to get your child medical attention as soon as possible after the recovery. Do not wait days take them directly to the hospital for a thorough physical and evaluation.


During the evaluation it is important to bring them a change of clothes. Place the clothes (including under clothes) your child was last wearing in a paper bag (not plastic). The police may need them to recover evidence.

The Aftermath

The entire family needs to process their experience to start the healing process and rebuild the family. Be prepared for any horrors your child may have been through and be supportive. Therapy; both individual and family, is probably the best advice that we can offer. We can only hope that this will help others heal after their ordeal; maybe not with words of wisdom, but with guidance towards a direction for healing. Therapy is vital for your child to process feelings and experiences that they had during their episode, and to allow them to see the truth about what has taken place. 

It’s so important to remember your child may not be forthcoming with information. It may take years of intensive therapy to come to terms with what they went through. The trick, on your part, is patience. You may never know everything that took place.

Personally (Bob speaking), my greatest struggle is the guilt of not being able to prevent this from happening to my daughter and to my family. The visions that followed me every day during our search still creep into my mind. I am told my guilt is self-imposed. I still try to heal, and pray that someday my family’s life will return to normal.


Now, as I fight my personal battles to persevere, my duty as a dad is to care for my wife and daughter, and to keep this family together. I have one other duty as a member of the human race — to try to help other families by passing on the lessons we so harshly learned.

Never let a day go by without telling your child 

what they mean to you.

To My Daughter

You are life’s most precious gift,

I see the promises of tomorrow 

in the twinkle of your eyes.

You are a gift to be loved.

You are the pride of my life,

the joy of my heart.

You are my daughter!
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