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Foreword

On January 23, 2003, our daughter (and another female patient) escaped from a locked psychiatric hospital. With help from police, family, friends, media, missing children organizations, and strangers we spent three long weeks distributing more than 15,000 flyers, and promoting media attention to “get their faces out there.” The hard work and dedication of so many brought a happy ending to our ordeal. It is our hope that no family ever needs to live the nightmare we endured. This is not the end however. We are currently living through the aftermath and taking notes as we go. Supports need to be put in place. That’s our next goal. This handbook is for the others that will someday unfortunately be walking the path we just left.

Acknowledgements

Finding our daughter and creating this booklet would not have been achievable without the help of so many individuals and organizations. We owe a debt of gratitude to so many, it is not possible to include every name. But those who stand out in the crowd are our families, who supported us throughout the ordeal; most especially Nikki and Joe, Chris and Lois, Maureen and Gil who drove hundreds of miles in the search. 

Andrea Watson from Parents for Residential Reform, without whose help we would never have been able to generate the media attention, not to mention handling the barrage of media in the aftermath. Cheryl Nardelli logged hundreds of hours on the Internet; what a “surfer.” We thank Trooper Keith Pantazelos of the Massachusetts State Police for his dedication to the case and understanding of family commitment. The hundreds of people who helped distribute flyers. 

Our thanks to those who prayed then and still pray today for our family. Our gratitude to the people we met along the way during our search. They showed us that there is so much goodness in people and that they really do care. We give thanks to God for you and for all those who touched our life during this most frightening three weeks. 

But most especially we owe our thanks to the alert individual who did exactly what we wanted. She saw the flyer, recognized the missing girls, notified the police, and essentially saved the life of our child.

Introduction

There are four different situations under which missing children fall. They are lost, abducted, throwaways or have runaway. This book deals with runaways but some of its resources are applicable in all situations. One in seven children runaway; 75% are girls. The average age is 14-18 y/o, some as young as age ten. 


The Biggest mistake that we as parents/ guardians can possibly make is to think for one second that, “this won’t happen to my family.” The second biggest mistake is to not be prepared for such a potential tragedy.

Most runaways are from ordinary, average middle class families. However, every family is at risk, no matter what monetary class you may fit into.

Once any child runs away, chances are they WILL fall victim to drug and alcohol abuse and exploitation. They fall victim to these life-threatening situations through the people they meet. Be very aware that there are people out there very willing to exploit and expose ANY child they feel or know is a runaway to drugs, alcohol, and sexual exploitation.


Because runaways need money to support new habits, the exploitation and prostitution option can easily overtake them. If the child is unfortunate enough to be recruited by a pimp it may not be possible for them to escape alive. 
Some children will end up coming home on their own, but some do not and remain on the streets. Of these some do survive but tragically some are killed; others die from drugs, or disease. Be very aware there is a market for your child. Yes, it is unpleasant to think about, but there are many people just waiting for your child to “come to market.”
Special Note: Any child with special needs is at an increased risk of falling prey to these people and situations. They may not be able to make sound safe choices about the people they meet or to safely control situations to which they are exposed. 

Major Causes, Warning Signs

Causes or “Why Would My Child Run?”
· To avoid an emotional situation

· To escape from an unpleasant or difficult time

· To escape the loss of privileges

· To be with people they “think” are supportive

· To get away from problems they feel they can’t cope with

· Feelings of being a burden on the family

· Has peers that have run away

· Wants to help a peer who wants to run

Note: This list is not complete. Many more issues from low self-esteem to abuse are some additional causes

Warning Signs

· A word of caution if your child has a network of unsupervised peers with access to drugs or antisocial tendencies. Know your child’s friends.

· Increase in irrational behavior, impulsivity, emotionally abusive, threatens to run.

· Take notice if any of your child’s peers have run away previously

· High sustained anxiety level

· Watch for radical changes in your child’s attitude, and peer groups

·   Threatens to runaway; this is no joke, take it very seriously

Prevention

· Never call your child names

· Be honest. Do you understand what he/she is feeling? If not, ask him/her to explain

· It is important you understand your child, and okay if you don’t agree

· Keep the lines of communication open

· Really listen to what your teen is saying

· If you get overwhelmed during an argument tell your teen that you need time to get yourself together

· When your teen isn’t talking, ask him/her, “Do you feel you need to tell me anything else?”
· Even when your teen starts raising his/her voice, don’t raise yours, and stay calm (This takes lots of practice and patience).

· Never interrupt your teen when he/she is talking or trying to explain his/her feelings (again, easier said than done).

· Invest in a computer-monitoring program and tell your teen he/she will be monitored for their safety.

· Know who, what, where, and when. It’s not just for drugs. And check out all the facts. Be vigilant in attaining this information, check in on them where ever they say they are
· Talk to all your teens peers and their parents

· Know your child. Is he/she a leader or a follower

Before your Child Becomes Missing
Yes. Your Search starts BEFORE your child is missing!

· The following information helped us so much to expedite the creation of flyers in order to get our child’s face “out there.”  A few things we had to learn as we went. A major slow up was getting copies of her school picture. Since it is copyrighted, an official camera store would not let us make copies of the picture. This is vital to a case of missing child. We were lucky that a friend worked at a store where they have a Photo Maker. We pled our case and they let us make the copies. We made eight copies, which is plenty. Had we known this would be a problem, we would have already had a scanned picture of her on our computer.

· If you don’t have a computer, get one and learn how to use it now. Make sure your computer has Internet capability and make sure you know how to fax and send emails with an attachment.

· Own a digital camera with the ability to view and print pictures from your computer. Know how to use it before you ever have an emergency. Take pictures of your child regularly, to have them on hand in the event of an emergency.
· A computer scanner is handy, each year after you get your child’s school photo, scan it into your computer, and then delete last year’s picture. This is vital. Missing child organizations say the best photo to use is a school photo.

· If you already have a computer and your child uses it to access the Internet, a monitoring program is absolutely vital. We use a program called Big Brother; it records ALL activity on your computer. Warn your child that you are monitoring the use of the computer. Print out and save any disturbing actions in a locked file or safe, especially ALL phone numbers and addresses.

The Goal is to BE PREPARED

· Have a recent photo of your child (preferably already on your computer) and prepare a missing persons flyer in .pdf format (cannot be altered and email’s faster). Include height, weight, hair and eye color, clothes wearing when last seen, where last seen, any identifying features (glasses, braces, birthmarks, etc.)

· Know all your child’s friends’ addresses phone numbers and screen names. 
· Know who, what, where, when and how. It isn’t only about drugs it’s about YOUR child and their safety.

· Who are they with

· What are they doing exactly

· Where are they going

· When will they return home

· How can you get in touch with them at a moments notice

· Watch for changes in peer groups

· Know your child’s tendencies

· Enroll your child in the CHIP program. To learn more contact the Safety Officer at your local police department or go to the following website: http://www.mychip.org. This is a program run by the Masons and it is free and helpful. This program is mostly for children who get lost, but it could also aid in identifying your child if the worst situation presented itself.
The Situation: Your Child is Missing

First Contacts

· State Police Barracks covering the town from where your child is missing

· The detective unit of your town police. They can be very helpful. They can help sift through any papers, notes, or phone numbers your child may have left behind.

· http://www.missingkids.org  Center for Missing & Exploited Children 1-800-690-FIND 

· http://www.operationlookout.org
 Operation Lookout –Missing children organization 

· Above contacts will instruct you on the next steps they will take. Your next step is to physically get your flyers out as fast as possible. As in advertising, you need to get your child’s face out to the public. The more flyers you distribute, the more your child’s face will be seen. All it takes is one flyer for your child to be spotted. But which flyer is it? Is it the one you haven’t yet printed? We contacted our church and friends and enlisted more than 100 people to flood a target area with the flyers. 

· Make a flyer in .pdf (cannot be altered) format. Your .pdf format flyer should be faxed or emailed to the above and the following organizations found throughout this booklet. Email to your friends and ask them to forward it. Include a cover letter explaining the seriousness of the situation, what you are requesting of them. Make sure you include the police contact person with their phone number. DO NOT put your own phone number on the flyer.  

· Contact the newspaper and television stations in your area. Enlist them to get your child’s face “out there” as much as possible. Call them every other day to continue their efforts.
· http://search.officer.com/agencysearch/default.htm This is a search site for law enforcement agencies for the United States by state and also worldwide. 

· mailto:WebMaster@USE.SalvationArmy.Org  

Salvation Army- Northeast Division (or whichever division area you want to cover). They can e-mail your flyer to all their locations and their email list server

· Mass Transit Police, all area bus and train terminals.
· www.fourthekids.org Help for families of missing children
· www.kidzidz.com
Child safety information
· Fax/ email all your friends and instruct them to forward it on to as many people and businesses possible. Many companies will get involved making copies and putting flyers out on their own.
· http://map.exxonstations.com/   (Be patient, takes time to load) If you have a friend with computer expertise set him or her to work from this site. With a few keystrokes, one can locate & e-mail Exxon & Mobil gas stations throughout the United States. Most of these gas stations have convenience stores; a prime location to post flyers. Attach a cover letter. Include dates, names, and police contacts for verification. Ask the location operator to keep an eye out for your child, post the flyer, or even better, show the flyer to their customers. The cover letter should come from the parents of the missing child with the flyer as an attachment. Do not give out your home number. Stress the gravity of the situation. All missing children cases are serious, whether they ran or were abducted. Once your child is “out there” the probability of abduction is high.

· Commissioner of the Department of Education in target state(s). This is vital. They can forward your cover letter & flyer to every school superintendent in your target state. Have them send the letter with the flyer to the school principals to get to the teachers. Situation can be explained to students who may see your child. Kids often meet up with mainstream kids and form friendships. South Carolina Department of Education
        Superintendent's Office

        (803) 734-8492

        www.myscschools.com/superintendent/email.cfm

· Target large chain stores & mall security. Call their human resources director for assistance. They will often forward your flyer to all their stores. Some of the major shopping centers of South Carolina are listed below. 
· Charleston
–  Citadel Mall
–  Mount Pleasant Towne Centre
–  Northwoods Mall - North Charleston 

· Columbia 

· Hilton Head Island
–  Hilton Head Factory Stores 1 & 2 

· Greenville
–  Greenville Mall 

· Myrtle Beach 

Recommendations for an Area Search

· Get a map of the area

· Search the area, start at the last known location and post flyers in stores

· Expand your search in ever widening circles

· Contact bordering States immediately i.e.… State police, etc.

· Identify actions your child may take, such as

· Will they hitch hike 

· Color their hair

· Do they favor certain stores

· Anything that distinguishes your child

· Bring your flyer to as many copy stores as possible. Most will make multiple free copies in this instance.
· Malls are a very likely location where your child may be. It’s warm, dry, with lots of other teens. Email your flyer to the security office all malls in your target area
· Locate all transportation services in the area to include taxi services, water shuttles, bus lines, train lines, etc Get e-mail address or fax number and send copy of flyer with letter.
· Locate and retain all police e-mail addresses and fax numbers. This can be done through a search on computer. Very time consuming, but very important piece. Enlist friends.

· Prepare a press release to be e-mailed to all TV networks

· Locate all newspaper telephone numbers to their City Desk, or News Desk Depts.

· Locate all teen shelters in the area and ask for their fax numbers. Fax your flyer 

· Call all your friends to enlist their help in distributing flyers either by hand, e-mail, or fax

·  Keep a pad of paper by every phone and with you at all times

The Effects

The sudden disappearance of any child for any reason is a loss with far ranging effects. It affects the entire family, immediate and extended. No one in the family is spared. But it does not end there. Your child’s peers, their families, teachers, etc. are all affected. The list goes on. The feelings can range from anxiety, fear, sadness, anger, guilt. You need support wherever you can find it; your church, friends, whatever works for you at the time. We can only tell you from our experience that your feelings can overtake you at any time. Sometimes the emotions will be manageable, other times they will be beyond control. Sleepless nights, loss of appetite, and other symptoms will compound the difficulty. You can only try as best you can to stay healthy and focused. Your child will need your support when they are recovered.


This is the hardest part. Not knowing what is happening to your child. There may be times when there are many leads, then periods where there are no leads for days (or even weeks). It is imperative to push the media for continued coverage to keep your child’s face in the public eye. Your child needs you to stay strong and to fight for their return.
South Carolina Police Departments
	Town
	Phone
	Fax
	E-Mail

	Abbeville
	(864)366-5832
	(864)366-5837
	POLICE@wctel.net

	Allendale
	(803)584-2178
	
	

	Anderson*
	(864)231-2272
	
	

	Andrews
	(843)264-5223
	(843)264-8121
	andrewspolice@aol.com

	Aynor
	(843)358-3900
	
	

	Bamberg
	(803)245-2463
	
	

	Barnwell*
	(803)259-1838
	
	chiefgantt@barnwellpd.com

	Batesburg
	(803)532-4408
	
	

	Beaufort
	(843)322-7901
	
	

	Belton
	(864)338-8448
	
	

	Bennettsville
	(843)479-9001
	
	

	Bishopville*
	(803)484-5309
	
	

	Blacksburg*
	(864)839-2331
	(864)839-6324
	blacksburgpd@copmail.com 

	Blackville
	(803)284-3444
	
	

	Bluffton*
	(843)706-4550
	(843)757-2269
	tfunk@townofbluffton.com 

	Bonneau
	(843)825-2577
	
	bonneau_chief@tds.net

	Bowman
	(803)829-2511
	
	

	Branchville
	(803)274-8820
	
	

	Briarcliffe Acres*
	(843)997-9500
	
	klamparter@sccoast.net

	Calhoun Falls
	(864)418-8502
	
	

	Camden
	(803)425-6035
	
	

	Campobello*
	(864)472-9093
	(864)472-2742
	Campobellopd@charter.net 

	Cayce
	(803)794-0456
	
	

	Central
	(864)639-4020
	(864)639-1252   
	joegibbs@cityofcentral.org

	Charleston*
	(843)577-7434
	(843)579-7518
	CharlestonPolice@ci.charleston.sc.us

	Cheraw*
	(843)537-7868
	
	jaybrooks@bellsouth.net 

	Chesnee
	(864)461-2225
	
	

	Chester*
	(803)581-2132
	(803)581-7645
	

	Chesterfield
	(843)623-2419
	
	

	Clemson
	(864)624-2000
	
	

	Clinton
	(864)833-7512
	(864)833-7502
	

	Clio
	(843)586-2211
	
	

	Clover
	(803)222-9494
	
	

	Columbia*
	(803)545-3500
	
	

	Columbia Metro Airport Police
	(803)822-5025
	(803)822-5147
	

	Conway
	(843)248-1790
	
	

	Cottageville*
	(843)835-8655
	(843)835-8531
	

	Cowpens
	(864)463-3201
	
	

	Darlington
	(843)398-4026
	
	DarlPD@aol.com

	Denmark
	(803)793-4639
	
	

	Dillon
	(843)774-0051
	
	

	Due West
	(864)379-2150
	
	dwpd_sc@hotmail.com

	Duncan*
	(864)949-6600
	(864)439-1077
	

	Easley
	(864)859-4025
	
	dtraber@easley-sc.org

	Edgefield
	(803)637-4014
	
	

	Ehrhardt
	(803)267-8025
	(803)267-5335
	

	Elloree
	(803)897-2223
	
	

	Estill
	(803)625-3699
	
	

	Fairfax
	(803)632-3222
	
	

	Florence
	(843)676-8800
	
	

	Folly Beach*
	(843)588-2433
	
	

	Fort Lawn*
	(803)872-4995
	(803)872-4996
	flpolice@comporium.net 

	Fort Mill
	(803)547-2022
	(803)547-2126    
	info@fortmillsc.org

	Fountain Inn*
	(864)862-4461
	
	

	Gaffney*
	(864)489-8115
	(864)487-6221
	rramsey@gaffneypd.org 

	Gaston
	(803)796-7725
	
	

	Georgetown
	(843)545-4300
	
	

	Goose Creek
	(843)863-5200
	
	

	Great Falls
	(803)482-2145
	
	

	Greeleyville*
	(843)426-2114
	
	

	Greenville*
	(864)271-5333
	
	

	Greenwood*
	(864)942-8422
	(864)942-8418
	gerald.brooks@cityofgreenwoodsc.com 

	Greer
	(864)848-2160
	
	

	GSP International Airport Police
	(864)848-6240
	
	

	Hampton
	(803)943-2421
	
	

	Hanahan*
	(843)747-5711
	(843)747-3220
	dwilcox@cityofhanahan.com

	Hardeeville*
	(843)784-2233
	
	

	Hartsville*
	(843)383-3013
	(843)383-3037
	tim.kemp@hartsville.org 

	Heath Springs
	(803)273-9366
	
	

	Hemingway
	(843)558-2424
	
	

	Holly Hill
	(803)496-3811
	
	

	Honea Path
	(864)369-0532
	
	

	Horry County
	(843)248-1310
	
	

	Inman*
	(864)472-2828
	(864)473-1440
	inmanpolice@usacops.com 

	Irmo
	(803)781-8088
	
	IRMOPDCHIEF@townofirmosc.com

	Isle Of Palms
	(843)886-6522
	
	

	Iva
	(864)348-6191
	
	

	Jackson
	(803)471-2227
	
	

	Johnsonville
	(843)386-3500
	
	

	Johnston
	(803)275-2488
	
	

	Jonesville
	(864)674-5262
	
	

	Kershaw
	(803)475-3765
	
	

	Kingstree*
	(843)355-5435
	(843)355-9542
	

	Lake City
	(843)374-5411
	
	

	Lake View
	(843)759-2119
	
	

	Lamar
	(843)326-5554
	
	

	Lancaster*
	(803)283-3313
	803/286-4632
	hwhite@lancastercitysc.com

	Landrum
	(864)457-7281
	
	

	Latta
	(843)752-4718
	(843)752-5494
	

	Laurens
	(864)984-3532
	
	

	Lexington, Town of*
	(803)359-6260
	803.951.4643
	policedept@lexsc.com

	Liberty
	(864)850-3505
	
	

	Lincolnville*
	(843)202-1700
	(843)873-3267
	

	Loris*
	(843)756-4000
	
	policechief@cityofloris.com 

	Lyman*
	(864)439-8445
	(864)439-9050
	lymanpolice@lymansc.gov 

	Manning
	(803)435-8859
	
	

	Marion
	(843)423-8616
	
	

	Mauldin*
	(864)289-8900
	(864)289-8963
	

	McBee
	(843)335-6613
	(843)335-8393
	

	McColl
	(843)523-5223
	
	

	McCormick
	(864)852-2985
	(864)852-2476
	

	Moncks Corner
	(843)719-7935
	
	

	Mount Pleasant*
	(843)884-4176
	843-849-2765
	

	Mullins
	(843)464-0707
	
	

	Myrtle Beach
	(843)918-1000
	(843)918-1320
	cdunn@cityofmyrtlebeach.com

	New Ellenton*
	(803)652-7770
	
	NewEllentonpolicedepartment@yahoo.com

	Newberry
	(803)321-1010
	
	

	Nichols*
	(843)526-2193
	
	nichols2028@bellsouth.net 

	Ninety Six*
	(864)543-3122
	
	sc96police@yahoo.com 

	Norris
	(864)639-2033
	
	

	North*
	(803)247-5801
	(803)247-3045
	mfallaw@townofnorth-sc.gov 

	North Augusta*
	(803)441-4251
	(803)441-4252
	http://www.northaugusta.net/home/contact.html

	North Charleston
	(843)554-5700
	
	

	Orangeburg
	(803)531-4654
	
	

	Pacolet*
	(864)474-3002
	(864)474-3391
	

	Pageland*
	(843)672-6437
	(843)672-2535
	dispatch1@shtc.net 

	Pamplico
	(843)493-5551
	
	

	Pelion
	(803)785-2521
	(803)894-3535
	

	Perry*
	(803)564-5756
	
	top@pbtcomm.net 

	Pickens*
	(864)878-6366
	(864)878-8234
	pickensp@bellsouth.net

	Ridge Spring*
	(803)685-7411
	(803)685-7252
	RDSP@PBTCOMM.NET

	Ridgeland
	(843)726-7530
	
	

	Rock Hill
	(803)329-7200
	
	

	Saint George
	(843)563-3643
	(843)563-5282
	

	Saint Matthews
	(803)874-2131
	
	

	Saint Stephen
	(843)567-3116
	
	

	Salem*
	(864)944-2819
	(864)944-7795
	

	Salley DPS*
	(803)258-3449
	(803)258-3484
	

	Saluda*
	(864)445-7336
	(864)445-7065
	saludapd@embarqmail.com 

	Seneca
	(864)885-2718
	(864)885-2745
	police@seneca.sc.us

	Simpsonville
	(864)967-9536
	
	chief@simpsonvillepd.com

	Society Hill*
	(843)378-4684
	(843)378-9190
	sochillchief@aol.com 

	Spartanburg Public Safety Department*
	(864)596-2039
	(864)596-2152
	pmoore@cityofspartanburg.org 

	Springdale*
	(803)796-3160
	
	info@springdalepd.com 

	Sullivans Island
	(843)883-3931
	
	

	Summerton*
	(803)485-4385
	(803)485-8173
	

	Summerville
	(843)851-4100
	
	summervillepd@sc.rr.com

	Sumter
	(803)436-2700
	
	

	Surfside Beach
	(843)913-6368
	
	cmerryman@surfsidebeach.org

	Swansea*
	(803)568-3366
	(803)568-3034
	webmaster@swanseapd.net 

	Tega Cay*
	(803)548-0340
	(803)548-7256
	TegaCayPD@Comporium.net 

	Timmonsville
	(843)346-7212
	
	

	Travelers Rest*
	(864)834-9029
	(864)834-4123
	http://www.trpolice.com/contact.php

	Varnville
	(803)943-2979
	
	

	Wagener
	(803)564-5411
	
	

	Walhalla
	(864)638-4342
	
	

	Walterboro
	(843)549-1811
	
	walterboropd@vrdom.com

	Ware Shoals*
	(864)456-7444
	(864)456-7675
	http://wspolice.org/dept/

	West Columbia
	(803)794-0721
	
	

	Westminster
	(864)647-3222
	
	

	Whitmire*
	(803)694-2121
	(803)694-3002
	whitmirepd@bellsouth.net 

	Williamston
	(864)847-7425
	(864)847-1088
	wilpd1@bellsouth.net

	Williston
	(803)266-7013
	
	

	Woodruff*
	(864)476-8131
	(864)476-6457
	

	Yemassee
	(803)589-6315
	
	

	York City
	(803)684-3886
	(803)684-1712
	


South Carolina

County Departments

	
	Phone
	Fax
	Email

	Abbeville
	(864)446-6000
	(864)446-6050
	abbevilleso@wctel.net

	Aiken
	(803)642-1761
	
	

	Allendale
	(803)584-2361
	
	

	Anderson 
	(864)260-4400
	(864) 222-3962
	

	Bamberg
	(803)245-3011
	(803)245-3102
	

	Barnwell
	(803)541-1078
	
	

	Beaufort
	(843)470-3200
	
	

	Berkeley
	(843)719-4465
	
	

	Calhoun
	(803)874-2741
	
	

	Charleston
	(843)202-1700
	(843) 308-7344
	alcannon@charlestoncounty.org

	Cherokee
	(864)489-4722
	
	sheriff@cherokeecountysheriff.net 

	Chester
	(803)581-5131
	(803)581-5552
	

	Chesterfield
	(843)623-2101
	
	crimestoppers@chesterfieldsheriff.org

	Clarendon
	(803)435-4414
	
	

	Colleton 
	(843)549-2211
	
	

	Darlington
	(843)398-4501
	(843)398-4502
	

	Dillon
	(803)774-1432
	
	

	Dorchester
	(843)563-0260
	
	

	Edgefield
	(803)637-5337
	
	

	Fairfield
	(803)635-4141
	
	

	Florence
	(843)665-2121
	
	

	Georgetown
	(803)546-5102
	(843)546-2752
	

	Greenville
	(864)467-5280
	
	

	Greenwood
	(864)942-8600
	
	

	Hampton
	(803)914-2200
	(803)914-2213
	tcsmalls@hamptoncountysc.org; bjarrell@hamptoncountysc.org

	Horry
	(843)915-5450
	
	

	Jasper
	(843)726-7777
	(843)726-7778
	SheriffJenkins@jaspercountysc.gov

	Kershaw
	(803)425-1512
	803-425-6021
	contact@kershawsheriff.net

	Lancaster
	(803)283-3388
	803-286-9823


	sherifffaile@lacoso.org


	Laurens
	(864)984-4967  
	(864)984-5754  
	mail@laurenssheriff.org

	Lee
	(803)484-5353
	
	

	Lexington
	(803)359-8230
	(803)785-1162
	

	Marion
	(843)423-8216
	
	

	Marlboro
	(843)479-5605
	
	

	McCormick
	(864)465-2520
	
	

	Newberry
	(803)321-2211
	
	

	Oconee
	(864)638-4111
	
	

	Orangeburg
	(803)531-4647
	
	

	Pickens
	(864)898-5500
	(864)898-5566
	PCSO_SHERIFF@co.pickens.sc.us

	Richland
	(803)576-3000
	
	

	Saluda
	(864)445-2112
	
	

	Spartanburg
	(864)503-4500
	(864) 503-4561
	

	Sumter
	(803)436-2700
	
	adennis@sumtercountysc.org 

	Union
	(864)429-1612
	(864)429-1628
	

	Williamsburg
	(843)355-6381
	
	

	York
	(803)628-3059
	(803)628-3075
	info@yorkcountysheriff.com 


South Carolina Highway Patrol Headquarters

Phone Number:
803-896-7920

Mailing address:
South Carolina Highway Patrol
P. O. Box 1993, 
Blythewood, SC, 29016

Street address:
10311 Wilson Boulevard, 
Blythewood, SC, 29016

E-mail Address:
hpheadquarters@schp.org
PATROL TROOP ONE HEADQUARTERS
1626 Shop Road
Columbia, SC 29201
Voice: 803-737-8340
Fax: 803-737-8323 
troop1@schp.org

CLARENDON COUNTY
Street Address: Highway 301 South
Mailing Address: Rt. 6 Box 42, Manning, SC 29102
Telephone: 803-473-3434
Fax: 803-473-3434 (same)

KERSHAW COUNTY
Street Address: 1054 Ehrenclou Road
Mailing Address: PO Box 506, Camden, SC 29020
Telephone: 803-432-2707
Fax: 803-713-0334

LEE COUNTY
Street Address: East Church Street
Mailing Address: PO Box 191, Bishopville, SC 29010
Telephone: 803-484-6962
Fax: 803-484-6962


LEXINGTON COUNTY
Street Address: 1626 Shop Road, Columbia, SC 29201
Mailing Address: 1626 Shop Road, Columbia, SC 29201
Voice: 803-737-8331
Fax: 803-737-8323 

RICHLAND COUNTY
Street Address: 1626 Shop Road, Columbia, SC 29201
Mailing Address: 1626 Shop Road, Columbia, SC 29201
Telephone: 803-737-8315
Fax: 803-737-8323

SUMTER COUNTY
Street Address: 520 South Pike East
Mailing Address: PO Box 788, Sumter, SC 29151
Telephone: 803-775-5353
Fax: 803-778-1403

PATROL TROOP TWO HEADQUARTERS
Street Address: 1801 Bypass 25 SE, Greenwood, SC 29646
Mailing Address: Same
Voice: 864-227-6115
Fax: 864-227-3079 
troop2@schp.org

ABBEVILLE COUNTY
Street Address: 1331 Haigler St. Ext. Abbeville, SC 29620
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 864-459-2455
Fax: 864-459-5376 

EDGEFIELD COUNTY
Street Address: 849 Hwy US 25N, Edgefield, SC 29824
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 803-637-3459
Fax: 803-637-5985 

GREENWOOD COUNTY
Street Address: 1803 Bypass 25 SE, Greenwood, SC 29646
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100, Greenwood, SC 29648
Telephone: 864-229-3181
Fax: 864-229-3189

LAURENS COUNTY
Street Address: 390 Fairground Rd., Laurens, SC 29360
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 864-682-3211
Fax: 864-683-5967 

MCCORMICK COUNTY
Street Address: Rt. 2 Box 83P, McCormick, SC 29935
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 864-465-2103
Fax: 864-465-2273 

NEWBERRY COUNTY
Street Address: 275 Mt. Bethel Garmany Rd., Suite A, Newberry, SC 29108
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 803-276-6112
Fax: 803-405-9668 

SALUDA COUNTY
Street Address: 440 West Wheeler Circle, Saluda, SC 29138
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 864-445-7792
Fax: 864-445-8195

PATROL TROOP THREE HEADQUARTERS
Street Address: 211 Century Drive, Suite 210C
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 5049, Greenville, SC 29606
Voice: 864-241-5026
Fax: 864-241-5028
troop3@schp.org

ANDERSON COUNTY
Street Address: 331 US 29 By Pass North, Anderson, SC 29621
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 864-260-2201
Fax: 864-260-2245

GREENVILLE COUNTY
Street Address: 211 Century Drive, Suite 200D
Mailing Address: PO Box 5049, Greenville, SC 29606
Telephone: 864-241-1218
Fax: 864-241-1219

OCONEE COUNTY
Street Address: 13009 Radio Station Road, Seneca, SC 29678
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 413, Seneca, SC 29678
Telephone: 864-882-5679
Fax: 864-985-0926

PICKENS COUNTY
Street Address: 975 Breazeale Road
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 877, Pickens, SC 29671
Telephone: 864-859-0037
Fax: 864-306-1909

SPARTANBURG COUNTY
Street Address: 8794 Fairforest Rd., Spartanburg, SC 29301
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 367, Fairforest, SC 29336
Telephone: 864-587-4702
Fax: 864-587-4711

PATROL TROOP FOUR HEADQUARTERS
Street Address: 1232 J.A. Cochran By-Pass
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 279, Chester, SC 29706
Voice: 803-385-3107
Fax: 803-581-0676
troop4@schp.org

CHEROKEE COUNTY
Street Address: 1868 Old Georgia Hwy, 29341
Telephone: 864-489-3116
Fax: 864-489-5854

CHESTER COUNTY
Street Address: 1232 J.A. Cochran By-Pass
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 279, Chester, SC 29706
Telephone: 803-385-3107
Fax: 803-385-5416 

CHESTERFIELD COUNTY
Street Address: 400 East Boulevard
Telephone: 843-623-6699
Fax: 843-623-9387 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY
Street Address: 1161 Kincaid Bridge Road
Telephone: 803-635-6100
Fax: 803-635-2692 

LANCASTER COUNTY
Street Address: 1710 Pageland Highway
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 996, Lancaster, SC 29720
Telephone: 803-283-8585
Fax: 803-283-0514

UNION COUNTY
Street Address: 1000 N. Pinckney Street
Telephone: 864-427-3912
Fax: 864-427-5363 

YORK COUNTY
Street Address: 305 Hands Mill Highway
Telephone: 803-366-7668
Fax: 803-366-9306

PATROL TROOP FIVE HEADQUARTERS
Street Address: 3415 East Palmetto Street
Mailing Address: Same
Voice: 843-661-4700
Fax: 843-661-4757
troop5@schp.org 

DARLINGTON COUNTY
Street Address: 2200 East BoBo Newsome Hwy, Hartsville, SC 29550
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 843-383-6383
Alt. Telephone: 843-332-4986
Fax: 843-332-1057

DILLON COUNTY
Street Address: 1705 Highway 301 South, Dillon, SC 29536
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 843-774-9700
Alt. Telephone: 843-841-2138
Fax: 843-841-2189

FLORENCE COUNTY
Street Address: 3415 East Palmetto Street
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 843-661-4700
Fax: 843-661-4757

GEORGETOWN COUNTY
Street Address: 214 Ridge Rd. 29440
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1414, Georgetown, SC 29442
Telephone: 843-546-7300
Alt. Telephone: 843-546-2634
Fax: 843-545-8940

HORRY COUNTY
Street Address: 4195 Highway 701 North, Conway, SC 29526
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 843-365-5001
Fax: 843-365-3449 

MARION COUNTY
Street Address: 2757 Highway 76 East, Mullins, SC 29574
Mailing Address: Rt. 3, Box 348, Mullins, SC 29574
Telephone: 843-431-1125
Fax: 843-431-1119

MARLBORO COUNTY
Street Address: 337 Highway #9 West, Bennettsville, SC 29512
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 843-479-9891
Fax: 843-479-5146 

WILLIAMSBURG COUNTY
Street Address: 1005 N. Eastland Avenue
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 714, Kingstree, SC 29556
Telephone: 843-354-5665

PATROL TROOP SIX HEADQUARTERS
Street Address: 8740 N. Park Blvd., North Charleston, SC 29406
Mailing Address: Same
Voice: 843-953-6005
Fax: 843-953-6009
troop6@schp.org 

BEAUFORT COUNTY
Street Address: 28 Munch Drive
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4487, Burton, SC 29903
Telephone: 843-524-6187
Fax: 843-524-0863 

BERKELEY COUNTY
Street Address: Highway US 52 North
Mailing Address: 438 N. Main St., Highway 52, Moncks Corner, SC 29461
Telephone: 843-761-8624 

CHARLESTON COUNTY
Street Address: 8740 N. Park Blvd., N. Charleston, SC 29406
Mailing Address: Same
Telephone: 843-953-6032
Fax: 843-953-6009

COLLETON COUNTY
Street Address: 100 Mable T. Willis Blvd.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 576, Walterboro, SC 29488
Telephone: 843-538-2111
Fax: 843-538-7608 

DORCHESTER COUNTY
Street Address: 5315 Jim Biilton Blvd.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 477, St. George, SC 29472
Telephone: 843-563-2378
Alt. Phone: 843-563-2156 

JASPER COUNTY
Street Address: US 278-W County Shed Road
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1239, Ridgeland, SC 29936
Telephone: 843-726-8076
Fax: 843-726-4418

PATROL TROOP SEVEN HEADQUARTERS
Street Address: US 178 East
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 713, Orangeburg, SC 29115
Voice: 803-531-6840
Fax: 803-531-6820
troop7@schp.org 

AIKEN COUNTY
Street Address: 254 NE Beaufort St., Aiken, SC 29801
Mailing Address: PO Box 2706, Aiken, SC 29803
Telephone: 803-641-7657
Fax: 803-641-7677

ALLENDALE COUNTY
Street Address: US 278 Allendale Fairfax Hwy
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 3657 Allendale, SC 29810
Telephone: 803-584-3082

BAMBERG COUNTY
Street Address: 395 New Bridge Street
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 545, Bamberg, SC 29003
Telephone: 803-245-5746 

BARNWELL COUNTY
Street Address: 2616 Main Street, 29812
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1142, Barnwell, SC 29812
Telephone: 803-259-1411
Fax: 803-541-8103

CALHOUN COUNTY
Street Address: Chestnut Street
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 23, St. Matthews, SC 29135
Telephone: 803-874-4141
Fax: 803-874-1671

HAMPTON COUNTY
Street Address: 105 Cemetery Road, 29924
Mailing Address: Rt. 1 Box 321, Varnville, SC 29944
Telephone: 803-943-3863
Fax: 803-943-3863 (same)

ORANGEBURG COUNTY
Street Address: US 178 East
Mailing Address: PO Box 713, Orangeburg, SC 29115
Telephone: 803-531-6849
Fax: 803-531-6837

PATROL TROOP EIGHT (ACE TEAM) HEADQUARTERS
Street Address: 
10311 Wilson Blvd., 
Blythewood, SC  29016

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 1993, 
Blythewood, SC  29016 
Voice: 803-896-5470
Fax: 803-896-4787
troop8@schp.org 
Patrol Troop Nine (MAIT): 
Captain J. K. Chastain, Commander

Piedmont Team
Street Address: 24 Vardry St. Suite 202
Greenville, SC 29601
Voice: 864-241-1157
Fax: 864-232-8577
troop9@schp.org 

Midlands Team
Street Address: 1620 Shop Rd.
Columbia, SC 29201
Voice: 803-737-6780
Fax: 803-737-6738 

Coastal Team
Street Address: 8740 North Park Blvd.
North Charleston, SC 29406
Voice: 843-953-6046
Fax: 843-953-6054
Pee Dee Team
Street Address: 3415 East Palmetto St.
Florence, SC 29506
Voice: 843-661-4820
Fax: 843-661-4757
PATROL TROOP TEN - Insurance Enforcement

Street address:
10311 Wilson Boulevard, 
Blythewood, SC, 29016
Voice: 803-896-8274
Fax: 803-896-0711
troop10@schp.org 
South Carolina Media

South Carolina Television Broadcasting Stations

	Station 
	Location
	Phone
	Fax
	Email

	WJWJ
	Beaufort
	(843)524-0808
	(843)524-1016
	www.wjwj.org/contact.htm

	WCSC
	Charleston
	(843)402-5755
	
	talkback@wcsc.com

	WIS
	Columbia
	(803)799-1010
	(803)758-1155
	www.wistv.com

	WLTX
	Columbia
	(803)776-9508
	(803)776-1791
	news19@wltx.com

	WHNS
	Greenville
	(864)288-2100
	(864)297-0728
	whns@foxcarolina.com

	WYFF
	Greenville
	(800)453-9933
	(864)240-5305
	www.thecarolinachannel.com

	WCIV
	Mount Pleasant
	(843)723-4403
	(843)849-2519
	www.abcnews4.com/contact.hrb

	WPDE
	Florence
	843-665-1515
	
	feedback@wpde.com

	WASV
	Spartanburg
	864-576-7777
	
	hcampbell@wspa.com 

	WSPA
	Spartanburg
	864.576.7777
	
	


South Carolina Newspapers
	Abbeville
	Press & Banner, The 
bannercorp@wctel.net 


	Aiken
	Aiken Standard 
Phone (803)648-2311

Fax    (803)648-6052

Email  editorial@aikenstandard.com 


	Anderson
	Anderson Independent-Mail 
(864) 260-1274 

(864) 260-1276

kauslerdh@independentmail.com 


	Bamberg
	Advertizer-Herald, The
Phone (803)254-5204

Fax    (803)254-3900


	Barnwell
	NP   
People Sentinel, The en W


	
	

	Beaufort
	NP   
Beaufort Gazette en
NP  
Carolina Morning News en
NP   
Gullah Sentinel, The en W


	Bennettsville
	NP   
Marlboro Herald-Advocate en W


	Blythewood
	NP   
Country Chronicle, The en W


	Camden
	NP   
Chronicle-Independent en W


	Charleston
	NP   
Charleston City Paper en W
NP   
Charleston Regional Business Journal en W
NP   
Loop, The en W
NP   
Post and Courier, The en
NP   
Upwith Herald en W



	Charlotte
	


	Cheraw
	NP   
Cheraw Chronicle en W


	Chester
	NP   
News &Reporter en W


	Clover
	NP   
Clover Herald en W


	Columbia
	NP   
Black News en W
NP   
Columbia Star, The en W
NP   
Free Times en W
NP   
Point, The en W
NP   
South Carolina Lawyers Weekly en W
NP   
State, The en



	Cookeville
	


	Darlington
	NP   
News & Press, The en W


	Easley
	NP   
Crescent News Service en W
NP   
Easley Publications en W


	Edgefield
	NP   
Citizen-News, The en W
NP   
Edgefield Journal en M


	Florence
	NP  
 Florence Morning News en




	Florence / Myrtle Beach
	


	Fort Mills
	NP   
Fort Mills Times en W


	Gaffney
	NP   
Chronicle, The en W
NP   
Gaffney Ledger en W


	Georgetown
	NP   
Georgetown Times, The en W


	Greenville
	NP   
Baptist Courier, The en W
NP   
City People East en W
NP   
Creative Loafing en W
NP   
Greenville Journal, The en W
NP   
Greenville News en
NP   
GSA Business Journal en W
NP   
Times Examiner, The en W



	Greenwood
	NP   
Greenwood Index-Journal en


	Greer
	NP   
Greer Citizen, The en W


	Hampton
	NP   
Hampton County Guardian en W


	Hartsville
	NP   
Messenger, The en W


	Hilton Head Island
	NP   
Island Packet en
NP   
Island Times en W



	Isle of Palms
	


	Jackson
	


	Johns Island
	NP   
Palmetto Connection en W


	Kingstree
	NP   
Kingstree News en W


	Lake Wylie
	NP   
Lake Wylie Pilot en W


	Lancaster
	NP   
Lancaster News, The en W


	Landrum
	NP   
News Leader, The en W


	Laurens
	NP   
Palmetto Journal en W


	Lexington
	NP   
Lexington County Chronicle en


	Loris
	NP   
Loris Scene en W


	Manning
	NP   
Manning Times en W


	Mount Pleasant
	NP   
Vida Latina es M


	Mt. Pleasant
	NP   
Moultrie News en W


	Myrtle Beach
	NP   
Myrtle Beach Herald en W
NP   
Sun News, The en



	Newberry
	NP   
Newberry Observer, The en W


	North Augusta
	NP   
Star, The en W


	North Myrtle Beach
	NP   
North Myrtle Beach Times en W


	Orangeburg
	NP   
Times and Democrat, The en


	Pawleys Island
	NP   
Coastal Observer en W


	Pickens
	NP   
Pickens Sentinel en W


	Rock Hill
	NP   
Herald, The en


	Saluda
	NP   
Saluda Standard-Sentinel en W


	Seneca / Clemson
	NP   
Daily Journal/Messenger en [image: image1.png]





	Simpsonville
	NP   
Tribune-Times en W


	Spartanburg
	NP   
Hometown News en W
NP   
Spartanburg Herald-Journal en



	
	

	Summerville
	NP   
Summerville Journal Scene, The en W


	Sumter
	NP   
Item, The en


	Union
	NP   
Union Daily Times en


	Walhalla
	NP   
Keowee Courier en W


	Walterboro
	NP   
Community Times Dispatch en W


	Westminster
	NP   
Westminster News en W


	Williamston
	NP   
Journal, The en W


	Winnsboro
	NP   
Herald Independent, The en W


	Yorkville
	NP   
Yorkville Enquirer en W


Shelters for Adolescents in South Carolina

Runaway Youth Shelters
	Location
	Name
	Phone

	North Myrtle Beach
	Sea Haven, Inc.
	843-399-3125

	Sumter
	Greenhouse Runaway Youth Shelter
	803-775-3311


South Carolina Transit Links

	Aiken County

	Aiken
	AACOA (Aiken Area Council on Aging)
ACTS (Aiken County Transit System, Best Friend Express, BFE)
LSCOG (Lower Savannah Council of Governments)

	Augusta, GA
	APT (Augusta Public Transit)

	Allendale County

	Bluffton
	LRTA (Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority)

	Anderson County

	Anderson
	ECT (Electric City Transit)

	Barnwell County

	Barnwell
	GUTS (Generations Unlimited Transportation Services)

	Beaufort County

	Bluffton
	LRTA (Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority)

	Berkeley County

	Moncks Corner
	RTMA (Rural Transportation Management Association)(coming soon)

	Charleston County

	Charleston
	CARTA (Charleston Area Regional Transportation Authority)

	Moncks Corner
	RTMA (Rural Transportation Management Association)(coming soon)

	Chesterfield County

	Florence
	PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority)

	Colleton County

	Bluffton
	LRTA (Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority)

	Darlington County

	Florence
	PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority)

	Dillon County

	Florence
	PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority)



	Dorchester County

	Moncks Corner
	RTMA (Rural Transportation Management Association)(coming soon)

	Edgefield County

	Edgefield
	ECSSC (Edgefield County Senior Sitizens Council)

	Fairfield County

	Winnsboro
	FCTS (Fairfield County Transit System)

	Florence County

	Florence
	PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority)

	Georgetown County

	Conway
	Lymo (Waccamaw Regional Transportation Authority, WRTA)

	Florence
	PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority)

	Greenville County

	Greenville
	GTA (Greenville Transit Authority)

	Hampton County

	Bluffton
	LRTA (Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority)

	Horry County

	Conway
	Lymo (Waccamaw Regional Transportation Authority, WRTA)

	Jasper County

	Bluffton
	LRTA (Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority)

	Lancaster County

	Florence
	PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority)

	Lee County

	Florence
	PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority)

	Lexington County

	Columbia
	RTA (Central Midlands Regional Transit Authority)

	Marion County

	Florence
	PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority)

	Marlboro County

	Florence
	PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority)

	Pickens County

	Clemson
	CAT (Clemson Area Transit)

	Richland County

	Columbia
	RTA (Central Midlands Regional Transit Authority)
Carolina Shuttle (University of South Carolina, USC)

	Eastover
	ETS (Eastover Transit System)

	Spartanburg County

	Spartanburg
	SPARTA (Spartanburg Area Regional Transit Agency)
SCTSB (Spartanburg County Transportation Services Bureau) 
SRHCS (Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System)

	Sumter County

	Sumter
	RTA (Santee-Wateree Regional Transportation Authority)(coming soon)

	Williamsburg County

	Kingstree
	WCTS (Williamsburg County Transit System)

	York County

	Charlotte, NC
	CATS (Charlotte Area Transit System)

	RAIL (listed by area)

	Statewide
	CAPT (Carolinas Association for Passenger Trains)

	STATEWIDE, INTERCITY, & REGIONAL

	Statewide
	SCDOT (South Carolina Department of Transportation)
TASC (Transportation Association of South Carolina)

	Intercity
	Amtrak
Greyhound (Greyhound Lines)
Southeastern Stages (SS)


Abbeville County 

None 

Aiken County 

Aiken AACOA (Aiken Area Council on Aging)

ACTS (Aiken County Transit System, Best Friend Express, BFE)

LSCOG (Lower Savannah Council of Governments) 

Augusta, GA 

APT (Augusta Public Transit) 

Allendale County 

Bluffton LRTA (Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority) 

Anderson County 

Anderson ECT (Electric City Transit) 

Bamberg County 

None 

Barnwell County 

Barnwell GUTS (Generations Unlimited Transportation Services) 

Beaufort County 

Bluffton LRTA (Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority) 

Berkeley County 

Moncks Corner RTMA (Rural Transportation Management Association)(coming soon) 

Calhoun County 

None 

Charleston County 

Charleston CARTA (Charleston Area Regional Transportation Authority) 

Moncks Corner RTMA (Rural Transportation Management Association)(coming soon) 

Cherokee County 

None 

Chester County 

None 

Chesterfield County 

Florence PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority) 

Clarendon County 

None 

Colleton County 

Bluffton LRTA (Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority) 

Darlington County 

Florence PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority) 

Dillon County 

Florence PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority) 

Dorchester County 

Moncks Corner RTMA (Rural Transportation Management Association)(coming soon) 

Edgefield County 

Edgefield ECSSC (Edgefield County Senior Sitizens Council) 

Fairfield County 

Winnsboro FCTS (Fairfield County Transit System) 

Florence County 

Florence PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority) 

Georgetown County 

Conway Lymo (Waccamaw Regional Transportation Authority, WRTA) 

Florence PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority) 

Greenville County 

Greenville GTA (Greenville Transit Authority) 

Greenwood County 

None 

Hampton County 

Bluffton LRTA (Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority) 

Horry County 

Conway Lymo (Waccamaw Regional Transportation Authority, WRTA) 

Jasper County 

Bluffton LRTA (Lowcountry Regional Transportation Authority) 

Kershaw County 

None 

Lancaster County 

Florence PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority) 

Laurens County 

None 

Lee County 

Florence PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority) 

Lexington County 

Columbia RTA (Central Midlands Regional Transit Authority) 

Marion County 

Florence PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority) 

Marlboro County 

Florence PDRTA (Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority) 

McCormick County 

None 

Newberry County 

None 

Oconee County 

None 

Orangeburg County 

None 

Pickens County 

Clemson CAT (Clemson Area Transit) 

Richland County 

Columbia RTA (Central Midlands Regional Transit Authority)

Carolina Shuttle (University of South Carolina, USC) 

Eastover ETS (Eastover Transit System) 

Saluda County 

None 

Spartanburg County 

Spartanburg SPARTA (Spartanburg Area Regional Transit Agency)

SCTSB (Spartanburg County Transportation Services Bureau) 

SRHCS (Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System) 

Sumter County 

Sumter RTA (Santee-Wateree Regional Transportation Authority)(coming soon) 

Union County 

None 

Williamsburg County 

Kingstree WCTS (Williamsburg County Transit System) 

York County 

Charlotte, NC CATS (Charlotte Area Transit System) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RAIL (listed by area) 

Statewide 

CAPT (Carolinas Association for Passenger Trains) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FERRY (listed by area) 

None 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STATEWIDE, INTERCITY, & REGIONAL 

Statewide 

SCDOT (South Carolina Department of Transportation)

TASC (Transportation Association of South Carolina) 

Intercity 

Amtrak

Greyhound (Greyhound Lines)

Southeastern Stages (SS)

The Recovery

We all hope for a successful recovery. Sometimes this will happen other times sadly it won’t. When you finally recover your child it is so important that you show them love, and concern for their well being, not anger, fear, or hatred. If you show any negitive emotions it can cause your child to feel as though they are unwanted, unloved, and worthless. 

You will be flooded with a wide range of emotions, but it is essential to remember that your child has been traumatized and needs you to show them love support and compassion.

It is imperative to get your child medical attention as soon as possible after the recovery. Do not wait days take them directly to the hospital for a thorough physical and evaluation.


During the evaluation it is important to bring them a change of clothes. Place the clothes (including under clothes) your child was last wearing in a paper bag (not plastic). The police may need them to recover evidence.
The Aftermath

The entire family needs to process their experience to start the healing process and rebuild the family. Be prepared for any horrors your child may have been through and be supportive. Therapy; both individual and family, is probably the best advice that we can offer. We can only hope that this will help others heal after their ordeal; maybe not with words of wisdom, but with guidance towards a direction for healing. Therapy is vital for your child to process feelings and experiences that they had during their episode, and to allow them to see the truth about what has taken place. 
It’s so important to remember your child may not be forthcoming with information. It may take years of intensive therapy to come to terms with what they went through. The trick, on your part, is patience. You may never know everything that took place.

Personally (Bob speaking), my greatest struggle is the guilt of not being able to prevent this from happening to my daughter and to my family. The visions that followed me every day during our search still creep into my mind. I am told my guilt is self-imposed. I still try to heal, and pray that someday my family’s life will return to normal.

Now, as I fight my personal battles to persevere, my duty as a dad is to care for my wife and daughter, and to keep this family together. I have one other duty as a member of the human race — to try to help other families by passing on the lessons we so harshly learned.
Never let a day go by without telling your child 
what they mean to you.

To My Daughter

You are life’s most precious gift,

I see the promises of tomorrow 

in the twinkle of your eyes.

You are a gift to be loved.

You are the pride of my life,

the joy of my heart.

You are my daughter!
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