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Foreword

On January 23, 2003, our daughter (and another female patient) escaped from a locked psychiatric hospital. With help from police, family, friends, media, missing children organizations, and strangers we spent three long weeks distributing more than 15,000 flyers, and promoting media attention to “get their faces out there.” The hard work and dedication of so many brought a happy ending to our ordeal. It is our hope that no family ever needs to live the nightmare we endured. This is not the end however. We are currently living through the aftermath and taking notes as we go. Supports need to be put in place. That’s our next goal. This handbook is for the others that will someday unfortunately be walking the path we just left.

Acknowledgements
Finding our daughter and creating this booklet would not have been achievable without the help of so many individuals and organizations. We owe a debt of gratitude to so many, it is not possible to include every name. But those who stand out in the crowd are our families, who supported us throughout the ordeal; most especially Nikki and Joe, Chris and Lois, Maureen and Gil who drove hundreds of miles in the search. 
Andrea Watson from Parents for Residential Reform, without whose help we would never have been able to generate the media attention, not to mention handling the barrage of media in the aftermath. Cheryl Nardelli logged hundreds of hours on the Internet; what a “surfer.” We thank Trooper Keith Pantazelos of the Massachusetts State Police for his dedication to the case and understanding of family commitment. The hundreds of people who helped distribute flyers. 
Our thanks to those who prayed then and still pray today for our family. Our gratitude to the people we met along the way during our search. They showed us that there is so much goodness in people and that they really do care. We give thanks to God for you and for all those who touched our life during this most frightening three weeks. 

But most especially we owe our thanks to the alert individual who did exactly what we wanted. She saw the flyer, recognized the missing girls, notified the police, and essentially saved the life of our child.
Introduction

There are four different situations under which missing children fall. They are lost, abducted, throwaways or have runaway. This book deals with runaways but some of its resources are applicable in all situations. One in seven children runaway; 75% are girls. The average age is 14-18 y/o, some as young as age ten. 


The Biggest mistake that we as parents/ guardians can possibly make is to think for one second that, “this won’t happen to my family.” The second biggest mistake is to not be prepared for such a potential tragedy.

Most runaways are from ordinary, average middle class families. However, every family is at risk, no matter what monetary class you may fit into.

Once any child runs away, chances are they WILL fall victim to drug and alcohol abuse and exploitation. They fall victim to these life-threatening situations through the people they meet. Be very aware that there are people out there very willing to exploit and expose ANY child they feel or know is a runaway to drugs, alcohol, and sexual exploitation.


Because runaways need money to support new habits, the exploitation and prostitution option can easily overtake them. If the child is unfortunate enough to be recruited by a pimp it may not be possible for them to escape alive. 
Some children will end up coming home on their own, but some do not and remain on the streets. Of these some do survive but tragically some are killed; others die from drugs, or disease. Be very aware there is a market for your child. Yes, it is unpleasant to think about, but there are many people just waiting for your child to “come to market.”
Special Note: Any child with special needs is at an increased risk of falling prey to these people and situations. They may not be able to make sound safe choices about the people they meet or to safely control situations to which they are exposed. 

Major Causes, Warning Signs

Causes or “Why Would My Child Run?”
· To avoid an emotional situation

· To escape from an unpleasant or difficult time

· To escape the loss of privileges

· To be with people they “think” are supportive

· To get away from problems they feel they can’t cope with

· Feelings of being a burden on the family

· Has peers that have run away

· Wants to help a peer who wants to run

Note: This list is not complete. Many more issues from low self-esteem to abuse are some additional causes

Warning Signs

· A word of caution if your child has a network of unsupervised peers with access to drugs or antisocial tendencies. Know your child’s friends.

· Increase in irrational behavior, impulsivity, emotionally abusive, threatens to run.

· Take notice if any of your child’s peers have run away previously

· High sustained anxiety level

· Watch for radical changes in your child’s attitude, and peer groups

·   Threatens to runaway; this is no joke, take it very seriously

Prevention

· Never call your child names

· Be honest. Do you understand what he/she is feeling? If not, ask him/her to explain

· It is important you understand your child, and okay if you don’t agree

· Keep the lines of communication open

· Really listen to what your teen is saying

· If you get overwhelmed during an argument tell your teen that you need time to get yourself together

· When your teen isn’t talking, ask him/her, “Do you feel you need to tell me anything else?”
· Even when your teen starts raising his/her voice, don’t raise yours, and stay calm (This takes lots of practice and patience).

· Never interrupt your teen when he/she is talking or trying to explain his/her feelings (again, easier said than done).

· Invest in a computer-monitoring program and tell your teen he/she will be monitored for their safety.

· Know who, what, where, and when. It’s not just for drugs. And check out all the facts. Be vigilant in attaining this information, check in on them where ever they say they are
· Talk to all your teens peers and their parents

· Know your child. Is he/she a leader or a follower

Before your Child Becomes Missing
Yes. Your Search starts BEFORE your child is missing!

· The following information helped us so much to expedite the creation of flyers in order to get our child’s face “out there.”  A few things we had to learn as we went. A major slow up was getting copies of her school picture. Since it is copyrighted, an official camera store would not let us make copies of the picture. This is vital to a case of missing child. We were lucky that a friend worked at a store where they have a Photo Maker. We pled our case and they let us make the copies. We made eight copies, which is plenty. Had we known this would be a problem, we would have already had a scanned picture of her on our computer.

· If you don’t have a computer, get one and learn how to use it now. Make sure your computer has Internet capability and make sure you know how to fax and send emails with an attachment.

· Own a digital camera with the ability to view and print pictures from your computer. Know how to use it before you ever have an emergency. Take pictures of your child regularly, to have them on hand in the event of an emergency.
· A computer scanner is handy, each year after you get your child’s school photo, scan it into your computer, and then delete last year’s picture. This is vital. Missing child organizations say the best photo to use is a school photo.

· If you already have a computer and your child uses it to access the Internet, a monitoring program is absolutely vital. We use a program called Big Brother; it records ALL activity on your computer. Warn your child that you are monitoring the use of the computer. Print out and save any disturbing actions in a locked file or safe, especially ALL phone numbers and addresses.

The Goal is to BE PREPARED

· Have a recent photo of your child (preferably already on your computer) and prepare a missing persons flyer in .pdf format (cannot be altered and e-mail’s faster). Include height, weight, hair and eye color, clothes wearing when last seen, where last seen, any identifying features (glasses, braces, birthmarks, etc.)

· Know all your child’s friends’ addresses phone numbers and screen names. 
· Know who, what, where, when and how. It isn’t only about drugs it’s about YOUR child and their safety.

· Who are they with

· What are they doing exactly

· Where are they going

· When will they return home

· How can you get in touch with them at a moments notice

· Watch for changes in peer groups

· Know your child’s tendencies

· Enroll your child in the CHIP program. To learn more contact the Safety Officer at your local police department or go to the following website: http://www.mychip.org. This is a program run by the Masons and it is free and helpful. This program is mostly for children who get lost, but it could also aid in identifying your child if the worst situation presented itself.
The Situation: Your Child is Missing

First Contacts

· State Police Barracks covering the town from where your child is missing

· The detective unit of your town police. They can be very helpful. They can help sift through any papers, notes, or phone numbers your child may have left behind.

· If your child has special needs (even emotional needs) contact the Federation for Children with Special Needs 800-331-0688 or 617-236-7210. They are also affiliated with the Parents for Residential Reform 800-672-7084

· http://www.missingkids.org  Center for Missing & Exploited Children 1-800-690-FIND 

· http://www.operationlookout.org
 Operation Lookout –Missing children organization 

· The above contacts will instruct you on the next steps they will take. Your next step is to physically get your flyers out as fast as possible. As in advertising, you need to get your child’s face out to the public. The more flyers you distribute, the more your child’s face will be seen. All it takes is one flyer for your child to be spotted. But which flyer is it? Is it the one you haven’t yet printed? We contacted our church and friends and enlisted more than 100 people to flood a target area with the flyers. 

· Make a flyer in .pdf (cannot be altered) format. Your .pdf format flyer should be faxed or emailed to the above and the following organizations found throughout this booklet. Email to your friends and ask them to forward it. Include a cover letter explaining the seriousness of the situation, what you are requesting of them. Make sure you include the police contact person with their phone number. DO NOT put your own phone number on the flyer. http://www.beyondmissing.com/bm has an excellent program to do this 

· Contact the newspaper and television stations in your area. Enlist them to get your child’s face “out there” as much as possible. Call them every other day to continue their efforts.
· http://search.officer.com/agencysearch/default.htm This is a search site for law enforcement agencies for the United States by state and also worldwide. 

· mailto:WebMaster@USE.SalvationArmy.Org  

Salvation Army- Northeast Division (or whichever division area you want to cover). They can e-mail your flyer to all their locations and their email list server

· Mass Transit Police, all area bus and train terminals.
· www.fourthekids.org Help for families of missing children
· www.kidzidz.com
Child safety information
· Fax/ email all your friends and instruct them to forward it on to as many people and businesses possible. Many companies will get involved making copies and putting flyers out on their own.
· http://map.exxonstations.com/   (Be patient, takes time to load) If you have a friend with computer expertise set him or her to work from this site. With a few keystrokes, one can locate & e-mail Exxon & Mobil gas stations throughout the United States. Most of these gas stations have convenience stores; a prime location to post flyers. Attach a cover letter. Include dates, names, and police contacts for verification. Ask the location operator to keep an eye out for your child, post the flyer, or even better, show the flyer to their customers. The cover letter should come from the parents of the missing child with the flyer as an attachment. Do not give out your home number. Stress the gravity of the situation. All missing children cases are serious, whether they ran or were abducted. Once your child is “out there” the probability of abduction is high.

· Commissioner of the Department of Education in target state(s). This is vital. They can forward your cover letter & flyer to every school superintendent in your target state. Have them send the letter with the flyer to the school principals to get to the teachers. Situation can be explained to students who may see your child. Kids often meet up with mainstream kids and form friendships. 
West Virginia State Board of Education
Building 6, Room 351, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0330
Phone: 558-3660  Fax: 558-0198
http://wvde.state.wv.us/boe/
· Target large chain stores & mall security. Call their human resources director for assistance. They will often forward your flyer to all their stores. Here are some of theMallls in West Virginia
West Virginia Malls

	Town
	Mall Name
	Phone 

	Charleston, WV
	Charleston Town Center Mall
	304-345-9525

	Mount Hope, WV
	Crossroads Mall
	304-255-6176

	Parkersburg, WV
	Grand Central Mall
	304-485-4464

	Charleston, WV
	Kanawha Mall
	

	Ranson, WV
	Marketplace at Potomac T/C
	

	Martinsburg, WV
	Martinsburg Mall
	304-264-0016

	Bridgeport, WV
	Meadowbrook Mall
	304-842-5441

	Fairmont, WV
	Middletown Mall
	304-363-6493

	Morgantown, WV
	Morgantown Mall
	304-983-6255

	Morgantown, WV
	Mountaineer Mall
	304-296-0096


Recommendations for an Area Search

· Get a map of the area

· Search the area, start at the last known location and post flyers in stores

· Expand your search in ever widening circles

· Contact bordering States immediately i.e.… State police, etc.

· Identify actions your child may take, such as

· Will they hitch hike 

· Color their hair

· Do they favor certain stores

· Anything that distinguishes your child

· Bring your flyer to as many copy stores as possible. Most will make multiple free copies in this instance.
· Malls are a very likely location where your child may be. It’s warm, dry, with lots of other teens. Email your flyer to the security office all malls in your target area
· Locate all transportation services in the area to include taxi services, water shuttles, bus lines, train lines, etc Get e-mail address or fax number and send copy of flyer with letter.
· Locate and retain all police e-mail addresses and fax numbers. This can be done through a search on computer. Very time consuming, but very important piece. Enlist friends.

· Prepare a press release to be e-mailed to all TV networks

· Locate all newspaper telephone numbers to their City Desk, or News Desk Depts.

· Locate all teen shelters in the area and ask for their fax numbers. Fax your flyer 

· Call all your friends to enlist their help in distributing flyers either by hand, e-mail, or fax

·  Keep a pad of paper by every phone and with you at all times

The Effects

The sudden disappearance of any child for any reason is a loss with far ranging effects. It affects the entire family, immediate and extended. No one in the family is spared. But it does not end there. Your child’s peers, their families, teachers, etc. are all affected. The list goes on. The feelings can range from anxiety, fear, sadness, anger, guilt. You need support wherever you can find it; your church, friends, whatever works for you at the time. We can only tell you from our experience that your feelings can overtake you at any time. Sometimes the emotions will be manageable, other times they will be beyond control. Sleepless nights, loss of appetite, and other symptoms will compound the difficulty. You can only try as best you can to stay healthy and focused. Your child will need your support when they are recovered.


This is the hardest part. Not knowing what is happening to your child. There may be times when there are many leads, then periods where there are no leads for days (or even weeks). It is imperative to push the media for continued coverage to keep your child’s face in the public eye. Your child needs you to stay strong and to fight for their return.
Police Departments of West Virginia
	Town
	Phone
	Fax
	E-Mail

	Alderson 
	(304)445-2355
	(304)445-7652
	

	Anmoore*
	(304)623-6559
	
	

	Ansted
	(304)658-4666
	
	

	Athens
	(304)384-3525
	
	

	Barboursville
	(304)736-5204
	
	

	Barrackville
	(304)366-9372
	
	

	Beckley*
	(304)256-1720
	
	jshumate@beckleypd.com

	Belington*
	(304)823-1613
	
	

	Belle
	(304)949-3841
	(304)949-5616
	

	Berkeley Springs
	(304)258-1198
	(304)258-3932
	

	Bluefield*
	(304)327-6101
	(304)325-3311
	

	Benwood
	(304)232-2121
	
	

	Bradshaw
	(304)967-7408
	
	

	Bramwell
	(304)248-7114
	
	

	Bridgeport
	(304)842-8260
	(304)842-8267
	

	Buckhannon
	(304)472-5723
	
	

	Cameron*
	(304)686-2213
	(304)686-2892
	cameronpolicedept@swave.net

	Cedar Grove*
	(304)595-1841
	
	

	Ceredo
	(304)453-1411
	
	

	Chapmanville
	(304)855-4582
	
	

	Charles Town*
	(304)725-2714
	304-725-6753
	

	Charleston*
	(304)348-6460
	
	brent.webster@charlestonwvpolice.org

	Chesapeake
	(304)949-1496
	(304)949-5346
	

	Chester
	(304)387-2820
	
	

	Clarksburg*
	(304)624-1610
	(304)624-1616
	mgoff@cityofclarksburgwv.com 

	Clendenin*
	(304)548-2103
	(304)548-2104
	dbrinckman@clendeninwv.org

	Danville*
	(304)369-5428
	
	

	Davis
	(304)259-5302
	
	

	Delbarton*
	(304)475-3359
	(304)475-0726
	Delbarton_PD@yahoo.com

	Dunbar*
	(304)766-0204
	
	

	East Bank 
	(304)595-3305
	
	

	Eleanor 
	(304)586-2319
	
	

	Elkins 
	(304)636-0665
	
	

	Fairmont 
	(304)366-4200
	
	

	Farmington 
	(304)825-6442
	(304)825-6325
	

	Fayetteville 
	(304)574-0255
	
	

	Follansbee 
	(304)527-1211
	
	

	Gary
	(304)448-2209
	
	

	Gassaway*
	(304)364-5111
	
	gassawaypd@wvdsl.net 

	Gauley Bridge
	(304)632-2504
	
	

	Gilbert*
	(304)664-9625
	(304)664-3752
	

	Glasgow*
	(304)595-1919
	(304)595-2047
	

	Glenville*
	(304)462-7411
	
	

	Grafton
	(304)265-0101
	
	

	Grant Town
	(304)278-7381
	
	

	Grantsville
	(304)354-6400
	
	

	Hamlin
	(304)824-5500
	
	

	Handley
	(304)442-5100
	(304)442-2770
	

	Harpers Ferry
	(304)535-6366
	
	

	Harrisville
	(304)643-2669
	
	

	Hinton
	(304)466-3255
	
	

	Huntington*
	(304)696-4470
	
	

	Hurricane
	(304)562-9911
	
	

	Junior*
	(304)823-1829
	(304)823-1046
	chief_poe@usacops.com 

	Kenova
	(304)453-1281
	
	

	Kermit*
	(304)393-2655
	(304)393-4889
	

	Keyser*
	(304)788-1311
	(304)788-3366
	

	Keystone
	(304)862-2239
	
	

	Kingwood*
	(304)329-1225
	
	

	Lewisburg
	(304)645-1626
	
	

	Logan
	(304)752-6535
	
	

	Lumberport*
	(304)584-4517
	
	

	Mabscott
	(304)253-5654
	
	

	Madison*
	(304)369-1211
	
	

	Man
	(304)583-9631
	
	

	Mannington
	(304)363-1100
	
	

	Marlinton
	(304)799-4315
	
	

	Marmet
	(304)949-4388
	
	

	Martinsburg*
	(304)264-2100
	(304)264-2110
	martinsburgpd@martinsburgpd.org 

	Mason
	(304)773-5201
	
	

	Masontown
	(304)864-5555
	
	

	McMechen*
	(304)232-3140
	
	

	Milton
	(304)743-9211
	
	

	Monongah
	(304)534-3365
	
	

	Montgomery
	(304)442-4939
	
	

	Moorefield
	(304)530-6142
	
	

	Morgantown*
	(304)284-7522
	
	pkscott@cityofmorgantown.org

	Moundsville
	(304)845-1611
	(304)843-1646
	

	Mt Hope
	(304)877-6661
	
	

	Mullens*
	(304)294-7132
	(304)294-7224
	mullenspolicedepartment@yahoo.com 

	New Cumberland
	(304)564-3383
	
	

	New Haven
	(304)882-3203
	
	

	New Martinsville
	(304)455-9100
	(304)455-9103
	

	Nitro
	(304)755-0777
	(304)755-7472
	

	Oak Hill
	(304)465-0597
	
	

	Oceana
	(304)682-8311
	
	

	Paden City
	(304)337-2281
	
	

	Parkersburg
	(304)424-8444
	
	

	Parsons
	(304)478-3060
	
	

	Pennsboro
	(304)659-2377
	
	

	Petersburg
	(304)257-1100
	(304)257-4472
	

	Philippi
	(304)457-3700
	
	

	Piedmont
	(304)355-2621
	
	

	Pineville
	(304)732-6255
	
	

	Poca*
	(304)755-5102
	(304)755-5102
	Seanze1@verizon.net 

	Point Pleasant
	(304)675-1104
	
	

	Pratt
	(304)442-0103
	
	

	Princeton*
	(304)487-5000
	(304)487-5002
	princetonwvpolicedept@frontiernet.net

	Rainelle
	(304)438-7772
	
	

	Ranson*
	(304)725-2411
	(304)728-5163
	

	Ravenswood
	(304)273-3500
	
	

	Richwood
	(304)846-2596
	
	

	Ridgeley
	(304)738-9400
	
	

	Ripley
	(304)372-4711
	
	

	Romney
	(304)822-4060
	
	

	Ronceverte*
	(304)647-5720
	(304)647-5721
	msmith@roncevertewv.com

	Rowlesburg
	(304)454-2441
	
	

	St Albans*
	(304)727-2251
	
	

	St Marys*
	(304)684-7011
	(304)684-2474
	smpdwv@frontiernet.net 

	Salem
	(304)782-1313
	
	

	Shepherdstown*
	(304)876-6036
	
	trouse@shepherdstown.us 

	Shinnston
	(304)592-2121
	
	

	Sistersville
	(304)652-1570
	
	

	Smithers
	(304)442-5282
	
	

	Sophia
	(304)683-3331
	
	

	South Charleston*
	(304)744-6903
	(304)744-0331
	info@scpolice.org 

	Spencer
	(304)927-2390
	
	

	Star City
	(304)599-3550
	
	

	Summersville*
	(304)872-1920
	
	

	Sutton
	(304)765-7678
	
	

	West Logan
	(304)752-3244
	
	

	Triadelphia
	(304)547-5000
	
	

	Vienna*
	(304)295-8563
	
	

	War
	(304)875-2213
	
	

	Wardensville*
	(304)874-3950
	(304)874-4044
	

	Wayne
	(304)272-3221
	
	

	Webster Springs
	(304)847-5411
	
	

	Weirton*
	(304)797-8555
	
	

	Welch
	(304)436-3112
	
	

	Wellsburg
	(304)737-1121
	
	

	West Union
	(304)873-1107
	
	

	Weston
	(304)269-3207
	
	

	Westover
	(304)296-6576
	(304)296-6582
	

	Wheeling*
	(304)234-3661
	(304)234-3788
	MIS@Wheelingpd.com 

	White Sulphur Springs*
	(304)536-1466
	(304)536-4512
	wss@brier.net 

	Whitesville
	(304)854-2658
	
	

	Williamson
	(304)235-2570
	
	

	Williamstown
	(304)375-4935
	
	

	Winfield*
	(304)437-4727
	(304)586-4188
	


West Virginia County Sheriffs
	County
	Phone
	Fax
	E-Mail

	Barbour Co
	(304)457-2352
	
	

	Berkeley Co
	(304)267-7000
	
	

	Boone Co*
	(304)369-7390
	
	ramiller@boonecountywv.net 

	Braxton Co*
	(304)765-5122
	(304)765-3871
	SRT760@citynet.net 

	DIVISION 1
	304-765-2838
	304-765-3241
	

	DIVISION 2
	304-765-5122
	304-765-2963
	

	DIVISION 3
	304-765-5122
	304-765-3871
	

	DIVISION 4
	304-765-7366
	304-765-7368
	

	Brooke Co*
	(304)737-3660
	(304)737-3046
	

	Cabell Co
	(304)526-8663
	
	

	Calhoun Co
	(304)354-6333
	
	

	Clay Co
	(304)587-4260
	
	

	Doddridge Co
	(304)873-1000
	
	

	Fayette Co*
	(304)574-4304
	304-574-2796
	

	Gilmer Co
	(304)462-7441
	
	

	Grant Co
	(304)257-1818
	
	

	Greenbrier Co
	(304)647-6634
	
	

	Hampshire Co
	(304)822-3894
	
	

	Hancock Co
	(304)564-4068
	
	

	Hardy Co*
	(304)530-0222
	
	

	Harrison Co
	(304)624-8550
	
	

	Jackson Co
	(304)373-2290
	
	

	Jefferson Co*
	(304)728-3205
	(304)728-3299
	contact@jcsdwv.com

	Kanawha Co*
	(304)357-0200
	
	

	Lewis Co
	(304)269-8251
	
	

	Lincoln Co
	(304)824-7999
	
	

	Logan Co
	(304)792-8590
	
	

	Marion Co
	(304)367-5300
	
	

	Marshall Co*
	(304)843-1500
	
	

	Mason Co
	(304)675-3838
	
	

	McDowell Co
	(304)436-8541
	
	

	Mercer Co*
	(304)487-8364
	
	

	Mineral Co
	(304)788-0341
	
	

	Mingo Co*
	(304)235-0300
	
	

	Monongalia Co*
	(304)291-7260
	(304)291-7295
	

	Monroe Co
	(304)772-3018
	
	

	Morgan Co*
	(304)258-1067
	(304)258-8630
	sheriff@mcsdwv.com

	Nicholas Co
	(304)872-7880
	
	

	Ohio Co*
	(304)234-3718
	(304)234-3759
	website@ohcoso.com 

	Pendleton Co
	(304)358-2214
	
	

	Pleasants Co
	(304)684-2285
	
	

	Pocahontas Co
	(304)799-4710
	
	

	Preston Co
	(304)329-1611
	
	

	Putnam Co*
	(304)586-0214
	(304)586-0260
	

	Raleigh Co
	(304)255-9300
	
	

	Randolph Co
	(304)636-2100
	
	

	Ritchie Co
	(304)643-2262
	
	

	Roane Co
	(304)927-2540
	
	

	Summers Co
	(304)466-7111
	
	

	Taylor Co
	(304)265-3428
	
	

	Tucker Co
	(304)478-2321
	
	

	Tyler Co
	(304)758-4229
	
	

	Upshur Co
	(304)472-1185
	
	

	Wayne Co
	(304)272-6378
	
	

	Webster Co
	(304)847-2006
	
	

	Wetzel Co*
	(304)455-2430
	(304)455-4675
	wcsowv@yahoo.com 

	Wirt Co*
	(304)275-4222
	(304)275-3500
	wirtsheriff@hotmail.com

	Wood Co*
	(304)424-1834
	
	sheriffsandy@woodcountywv.com 

	Wyoming Co*
	(304)732-8000
	(304)732-8712
	wyomingcountysheriff@verizon.net 


West Virginia State Police Detachments

	Troops
	Phone
	Fax
	E-Mail

	Department Headquarters*
	(304)746-2100
	(304)746-2230
	

	Troop 1 Command - Shinnston* 
	(304)592-2469
	(304)592-5806
	

	Bridgeport Detachment*
	(304)627-2300
	(304)627-2105
	

	Fairmont Detachment*
	(304)367-2701
	(304)367-2759
	

	Grafton Detachment*
	(304)265-6101
	(304)265-6102
	

	Hundred Detachment*
	(304)775-4488
	(304)775-4498
	

	Kingwood Detachment*
	(304)329-1101
	(304)329-6480
	

	Morgantown Detachment*
	(304)285-3200
	(304)285-3183
	

	Moundsville Detachment*
	(304)843-4100
	(304)843-4065
	

	New Cumberland Detachment*
	(304)564-3854
	(304)564-5615
	

	Paden City Detachment*
	(304)455-0913
	(304)455-0929
	

	Shinnston Detachment*
	(304)592-1101
	(304)592-2386
	

	Troop 2 Command - Charles Town*
	(304)724-7986
	(304)728-6001
	

	Berkeley Springs Detachment*
	(304)258-0000
	(304)258-2117
	

	Charles Town Detachment*
	(304)724-7986
	(304)728-6001
	

	Keyser Detachment*
	(304)788-1101
	(304)788-1249
	

	Martinsburg Detachment*
	(304)267-0001
	(304)267-0003
	

	Moorefield Detachment*
	(304)538-2925
	(304)538-7754
	

	Romney Detachment*
	(304)822-3561
	(304)822-7844
	

	Troop 3 Command - Elkins* 
	(304)637-0275
	(304)673-0284
	

	Buckhannon Detachment*
	(304)473-4200
	(304)473-4201
	

	Elkins Detachment*
	(304)637-0200
	(304)637-0203
	

	Franklin Detachment*
	(304)358-2200
	(304)358-2058
	

	Glenville Detachment*
	(304)462-7101
	(304)462-8684
	

	Marlinton Detachment*
	(304)799-4101
	(304)799-4715
	

	Parsons Detachment*
	(304)478-3101
	(304)478-4177
	

	Philippi Detachment*
	(304)457-1101
	(304)457-4654
	

	Troop 4 Command - South Charleston* 
	(304)746-2807
	(304)746-2817
	

	Clay Detachment*
	(304)587-2201
	(304)587-4736
	

	Elizabeth Detachment*
	(304)275-8961
	(304)275-0920
	

	Grantsville Detachment*
	(304)354-6334
	(304)354-0038
	

	Harrisville Detachment*
	(304)643-2101
	(304)643-4357
	

	Parkersburg Detachment*
	(304)420-4600
	(304)420-4601
	

	Quincy Detachment*
	(304)949-3136
	(304)949-2397
	

	Ripley Detachment*
	(304)372-7850
	(304)372-7891
	

	South Charleston Detachment*
	(304)558-7777
	(304)558-7793
	

	Spencer Detachment*
	(304)927-0950
	(304)927-0972
	

	St Marys Detachment*
	(304)684-7101
	(304)684-7136
	

	Troop 5 Command - Logan* 
	(304)792-7174
	(304)792-7178
	

	Gilbert Detachment*
	(304)664-3950
	(304)664-3952
	

	Hamlin Detachment*
	(304)824-3101
	(304)824-3015
	

	Huntington Detachment*
	(304)528-5555
	(304)528-5505
	

	Logan Detachment*
	(304)792-7200
	(304)792-7016
	

	Madison Detachment*
	(304)369-7800
	(304)369-7818
	

	Mason County Detachment*
	(304)675-0850
	(304)675-0851
	

	Troop 6 Command - Beckley* 
	(304)256-6982
	(304)256-6773
	

	Beckley Detachment*
	(304)256-6700
	
	

	Gauley Bridge Detachment*
	(304)779-2161
	(304)779-2162
	

	Hinton Detachment*
	(304)466-2800
	(304)466-2801
	

	Jesse Detachment*
	(304)682-4717
	(304)682-4706
	

	Lewisburg Detachment*
	(304)647-7600
	(304)647-7405
	

	Oak Hill Detachment*
	(304)469-2915
	(304)465-8043
	

	Princeton Detachment*
	(304)425-2101
	(304)425-7667
	

	Rainelle Detachment*
	(304)438-3000
	(304)438-3001
	

	Richwood Detachment*
	(304)846-6510
	(304)846-2339
	

	Troop 7 Command - Parkway Authority* 
	(304)926-1900
	(304)926-1909
	

	Parkways - Beckley Detachment*
	(304)256-6786
	(304)256-6774
	


West Virginia Media

TV Stations

	Town
	Station
	Phone
	Fax
	E-Mail

	Bluefield
	WVNS
	(304)929-6420
	(304)787-2440
	cleister@wowktv.com 

	
	WVVA
	(304)325-5487 
	(304)327-5586 
	gcarter@wvva.com 

	Bridgeport
	WDTV
	(304)848-5000
	
	news@wdtv.com 

	Charleston
	WCHS
	(304)346-5358
	(304)345-1849
	news@wchstv.com

	
	WVAH
	(304)346-5358
	(304)345-1849
	news@wvah.com 

	
	WSAZ
	(304) 340-4646
	(304)340-4649
	news@wsaz.com

	Clarksburg
	WBOY
	(304) 326-6758
	(304)623-9269
	awilliams@wboy.com 

	Huntington
	WOWK
	(304) 525-1313 x6045
	(304)523-0545
	lglazier@wowktv.com 

	
	WSAZ
	(304) 690-3069
	(304)690-3065
	news@wsaz.com

	Parkersburg
	WTAP
	(304)485-4588
	
	bruce.layman@wtap.com 

	Wheeling
	WTRF
	(304) 230-6283 
	(304)232-4975
	bdanehart@wtrf.com 


West Virginia newspapers

	Town
	Newspaper
	Phone
	Fax
	Email

	Alum Creek 
	The Lincoln Standard
	
	
	

	Beckley
	The Register-Herald
	(304)255-4400
	(304)256-5625
	fwood@register-herald.com 

	Berkeley Springs 
	The Morgan Messenger
	(304)258-1800
	(304)258-8441
	news@morganmessenger.com

	Bluefield
	Bluefield Daily Telegraph
	(304)327-2811
	
	news@bdtonline.com

	
	Bluefieldnews.net
	(304)654-0087
	(304)697-8487
	stories@huntingtonnews.net

	Charleston
	Charleston Daily Mail
	(304)348-4812
	
	tinataylor@dailymail.com

	
	Charleston Gazette
	(304)348-5100
	(304)348-1233
	http://www.cnpapers.com/phonebook/message.php?id=142

	
	The State Journal
	
	
	

	Clarksburg
	Exponent/Telegram
	(304) 626-1473
	(304) 624-4188
	news@exponent-telegram.com

	Culloden
	The Cabell Standard
	
	
	

	Elkins
	The Inter-Mountain
	(304)636-2124
	(304)636-3695
	newsroom@theintermountain.com

	Fairmont
	Times West Virginian
	(304)367-2540
	(304)367-2565
	timeswv@timeswv.com 

	Grafton
	Mountain Statesman
	(304)265-3333
	(304)265-3342
	

	Grantsville
	The Calhoun Chronicle
	
	
	contact@calhounchronicle.com

	Hamlin
	Lincoln Journal
	(304)824-5101
	(304)824-5210
	

	Huntington
	HuntingtonNews.Net
	(304)654-0087
	(304)697-8487
	stories@huntingtonnews.net

	
	The Herald-Dispatch
	(304)526-2798
	(304)526-2857
	tmarsh@heralddispatch.com 

	Keyser
	Daily News-Tribune
	(304)788-3333
	(304)788-3398
	andrew@newstribune.info 

	Lewisburg
	Mountain Messenger
	(304)647-5724
	(304)647-5767
	

	Logan
	Logan Banner
	(304)752-6950
	(304)752-1239
	mbrowning@loganbanner.com

	Madison
	Boone Standard
	
	
	

	
	Coal Valley News
	(304)369-1165
	(304)369-1166
	jayfankhauser@gmail.com

	Marlinton
	The Pocahontas Times
	(304)799-4973
	
	

	Martinsburg
	The Journal
	(304)263-8931 ext. 125
	(304)267-2903

	bhenry@journal-news.net

	Morgantown
	The Dominion Post
	(304)291-9425
	(304)291-2326
	newsroom@dominionpost.com

	Parkersburg
	Parkersburg News and Sentinel
	(304)485-1891
	
	jmancini@newsandsentinel.com

	Petersburg
	Grant County Press
	(304)257-1844
	(304)257-1691
	news@grantcountypress.com

	Point Pleasant 
	Point Pleasant Register
	(304)675-1333
	
	mdrnews@mydailyregister.com

	Romney 
	Hampshire Review
	(304)822-3871
	(304)822-4487
	news@hampshirereview.com 

	Shepherdstown
	The Shepherdstown Observer
	(304)876- 2414
	
	Editor@WVobserver.com

	Spencer
	The Times Record
	(304)927-2360
	(304)927-2361
	jcoop@thetimesrecord.net

	Sutton
	Braxton Citizens' News
	(304)765-5193
	(304)765-2754
	editor@bcn-news.com

	Wayne
	Wayne County News
	
	
	

	Weirton
	The Weirton Daily Times
	(304)748-0606
	(740)284-7355
	amarshall@heraldstaronline.com

	Weston
	Weston Democrat
	(304)269-1600
	(304) 269-4035
	News@westondemocrat.com

	Wheeling
	Wheeling News-Register
	(304)845-3603
	(304)232-1399
	myer@news-register.net

	Williamson
	Williamson Daily News
	(304)235-4242
	(304)235-0730
	

	Winfield
	The Putnam Standard
	(304)743-6731
	
	jackbailey@putnamstandard.com


Shelters for Adolescents in West Virginia
	County
	shelter
	Phone

	Monongalia County
	Bartlett House, Inc.
	304-292-0101

	Berkeley, Jefferson, and Morgan Counties
	Bethany House
	304-263-3510

	Ohio County
	Greater Wheeling Coalition for the Homeless, Inc.
	

	Cabell and Wayne Counties
	Harmony House
	304-523-2764

	Mason County
	Southwestern Community Action Council
	304-675-1124

	Randolph County
	North Central WV Comm. Action Association Inc.
	304-636-5193

	Kanawha County
	Roark-Sullivan Center
	304-340-3616

	Raleigh and Wyoming Counties
	Pin Haven - Stone Haven Shelter
	304-252-6396

	Marion County
	Scott Place Shelter
	304-366-6543

	Kanawha County
	YWCA Sojourner's Shelter for Women, Children, and Families
	304-340-3562


Taxi Companies Serving West Virginia
	Berkeley County

	

	Martinsburg
	PanTran (Eastern Panhandle Transit Authority, EPTA) 

	Phone: 304-263-0876   Fax: 304-264-9253

E-Mail:  bwaters@pantran.com

	Boone County

	

	West Hamlin
	TRTA (Tri-River Transit Authority)

	Phone: (304) 824-2944   Fax: (304) 824-3889

E-Mail:   businfo@zoominternet

 HYPERLINK "mailto:businfo@zoominternet.net" .net 

	Brooke County

	

	Weirton
	WTC (Weirton Transit Corporation)

	Phone:  304-797-9666     Fax:

E-Mail:   jbrown@bhjmpc.org

	Cabell County

	

	Huntington
	TTA (Tri-State Transit Authority)

	Phone: (304) 529-RIDE   

	Calhoun County

	

	Grantsville
	LKBC (Little Kanawha Bus Company)

	Phone: 304-655-8999    Fax: 304-655-9927

E-Mail:   lkbc@frontiernet.net  

	Clay County

	

	Clay
	Clay County Development Corporation

	

	Fayette County

	

	Summersville
	MTA -- Mountain Transit Authority 

	

	Grant County

	

	Petersburg
	PVTA (Potomac Valley Transit Authority)

	Phone:  304-257-1414    Fax: 304-257-2804
E-Mail:   moreinfo@potomacvalleytransit.org 

	Greenbrier County

	

	Summersville
	MTA -- Mountain Transit Authority 

	

	Hampshire County

	

	Petersburg
	PVTA (Potomac Valley Transit Authority)

	Phone: 304-257-1414    Fax: 304-257-2804

E-Mail:  moreinfo@potomacvalleytransit.org 

	Hancock County

	

	Steubenville
	SVRTA (Steel Valley Regional Transit Authority)

	

	Weirton
	WTC (Weirton Transit Corporation)

	Phone:  304-797-9666  
E-Mail: jbrown@bhjmpc.org 

	Hardy County

	

	Petersburg
	PVTA (Potomac Valley Transit Authority)

	Phone: 304-257-1414    Fax: 304-257-2804

E-Mail:  moreinfo@potomacvalleytransit.org

	Harrison County

	

	Clarksburg
	Centra (Central West Virginia Transit Authority, CWVTA)

	Phone: (304) 623-6002     Fax: (304) 623-2950
Email: info@centrabus.com

	Fairmont
	FMCTA (Fairmont-Marion County Transit Authority)

	Phone: (304) 366-8177   Fax: (304) 366-2308
E-Mail: contact@fmcta.com 

	Jefferson County

	

	Martinsburg
	PanTran (Eastern Panhandle Transit Authority, EPTA)

	Phone: 304-263-0876     Fax: 304-264-9253 

E-Mail: bwaters@pantran.com   

	Kanawha County

	

	Charleston
	KRT (Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation Authority)

	Phone:  (304) 343-3840   Fax:  (304) 343-3877

	Lincoln County

	

	West Hamlin
	TRTA (Tri-River Transit Authority)

	

	Logan County

	

	West Hamlin
	TRTA (Tri-River Transit Authority)

	

	Marion County

	

	Fairmont
	FMCTA (Fairmont-Marion County Transit Authority)

	Phone: (304) 366-8177   Fax: (304) 366-2308

E-Mail: contact@fmcta.com   

	Marshall County

	

	Wheeling
	OVRTA (Ohio Valley Regional Transportation Authority)

	

	McDowell County

	

	Bluefield
	BTS (Bluefield Transit System)

	Phone: 304.327.8418   Fax: 304.325.6783 

E-Mail:  info@ridethebatbus.com  

	Mercer County

	

	Bluefield
	BTS (Bluefield Transit System)

	Phone: 304.327.8418   Fax: 304.325.6783 

E-Mail:  info@ridethebatbus.com

	Mineral County

	

	Petersburg
	PVTA (Potomac Valley Transit Authority)

	

	Monongalia County

	

	Fairmont
	FMCTA (Fairmont-Marion County Transit Authority)

	Phone: (304) 366-8177   Fax: (304) 366-2308

E-Mail: contact@fmcta.com

	Kingwood
	Buckwheat Express (Preston County Senior Citizens, Preston County Rural Transit, PCRT)

	Phone: 304-329-0464   Fax: 304-329-2584
E-Mail: prestonseniors@atlanticbb.net

	Morgantown
	MLTA (Mountain Line Transit Authority)
Phone: 304-291-7433

MGRT (Morgantown Group Rapid Transit) (unofficial)
Phone:
WVUBS (West Virginia University Bus Service and Personal Rapid Transit)
Phone: (304) 293-5502   Fax: (304) 293-3939

Email: transportation@mail.wvu.edu

	

	Nicholas County

	

	Summersville
	MTA -- Mountain Transit Authority 

	

	Ohio County

	

	Wheeling
	OVRTA (Ohio Valley Regional Transportation Authority)

	

	Pendleton County

	

	Petersburg
	PVTA (Potomac Valley Transit Authority)

	

	Preston County

	

	Kingwood
	Buckwheat Express (Preston County Senior Citizens, Preston County Rural Transit, PCRT)

	Phone: 304-329-0464   Fax: 304-329-2584

E-Mail: prestonseniors@atlanticbb.net

	Raleigh County

	

	Beckley
	CAL (Community Action Lines, Raleigh County Community Action Association)

	

	Randolph County

	

	None
	Country Roads Transit 

	Phone: 304-636-6472   Fax: 304-637-4991
E-Mail:  admin@countryroadstransit.com

	Roane County

	

	Grantsville
	LKBC (Little Kanawha Bus Company)

	

	Upshur County

	

	None
	Country Roads Transit 

	Phone: 304-636-6472   Fax: 304-637-4991

E-Mail:  admin@countryroadstransit.com

	Wayne County

	

	Huntington
	TTA (The Transit Authority)

	Phone: 304-529-7433

	Wayne
	Wayne X-Press (Wayne County Community Services Organization, WXP)

	

	Webster County

	

	Summersville
	MTA -- Mountain Transit Authority 

	

	Wirt County

	

	None
	Wirt County Public Transportation System

	

	Wood County

	

	Parkersburg
	Easy Rider (Mid-Ohio Valley Transit Authority, MOVTA)

	Phone: 304.422.4100   Fax: 304.422.3200
E-mail: movta@hotmail.com

	Wyoming County

	

	None
	Wyoming County Public Transportation System

	

	RAIL (listed by area)

	

	Statewide
	VARP (Virginia Association of Railway Patrons)

	

	Martinsburg
	MTA (Maryland Transit Administration, MARC)

	

	Morgantown
	MGRT (Morgantown Group Rapid Transit)(unofficial)
WVUBS (West Virginia University Bus Service and Personal Rapid Transit)

	Phone: (304) 293-5502   Fax: (304) 293-3939

E-Mail: transportation@mail.wvu.edu 

	STATEWIDE, INTERCITY, & REGIONAL

	

	Statewide
	WVDOT (West Virginia Department of Transportation)
WVPTA (West Virginia Public Transit Association)

	

	Intercity
	Amtrak
Phone: 1-800-872-7245
Greyhound (Greyhound Lines)
Phone:  214-849-8000
Lakefront Trailways (Lakefront Lines, LT)
Phone: 216-267-8810   Fax: 216-362-4935
E-Mail: lakefronttrailways@lakefrontlines.com 


The Recovery

We all hope for a successful recovery. Sometimes this will happen other times sadly it won’t. When you finally recover your child it is so important that you show them love, and concern for their well being, not anger, fear, or hatred. If you show any negitive emotions it can cause your child to feel as though they are unwanted, unloved, and worthless. 

You will be flooded with a wide range of emotions, but it is essential to remember that your child has been traumatized and needs you to show them love support and compassion.

It is imperative to get your child medical attention as soon as possible after the recovery. Do not wait days take them directly to the hospital for a thorough physical and evaluation.


During the evaluation it is important to bring them a change of clothes. Place the clothes (including under clothes) your child was last wearing in a paper bag (not plastic). The police may need them to recover evidence.
The Aftermath

The entire family needs to process their experience to start the healing process and rebuild the family. Be prepared for any horrors your child may have been through and be supportive. Therapy; both individual and family, is probably the best advice that we can offer. We can only hope that this will help others heal after their ordeal; maybe not with words of wisdom, but with guidance towards a direction for healing. Therapy is vital for your child to process feelings and experiences that they had during their episode, and to allow them to see the truth about what has taken place. 
It’s so important to remember your child may not be forthcoming with information. It may take years of intensive therapy to come to terms with what they went through. The trick, on your part, is patience. You may never know everything that took place.

Personally (Bob speaking), my greatest struggle is the guilt of not being able to prevent this from happening to my daughter and to my family. The visions that followed me every day during our search still creep into my mind. I am told my guilt is self-imposed. I still try to heal, and pray that someday my family’s life will return to normal.

Now, as I fight my personal battles to persevere, my duty as a dad is to care for my wife and daughter, and to keep this family together. I have one other duty as a member of the human race — to try to help other families by passing on the lessons we so harshly learned.
Never let a day go by without telling your child 
what they mean to you.

To My Daughter

You are life’s most precious gift,

I see the promises of tomorrow 

in the twinkle of your eyes.

You are a gift to be loved.

You are the pride of my life,

the joy of my heart.

You are my daughter!
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